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Editorial

W E are living in a very inter
esting lime. The prophecies
are now fulfilling. The time

is at hanet and the end is very ncar.
Sec Joel 2:2. God', raithrul and obe-
dicnt people should now be excited.
for our redemption must be much
nearer than Qllr minds are able to
comprehend.
The question now comes to LIS,

Are we ready for the final judgment?
Are we fully surrendered to do God's
will? Are we daily growing in His
grace and being filled by the Holy
Spirit's power to do right by faith-
no matter what the consequences?

How much raithdo we really demon-
to the world in our dJily walk

through life? We know tile Bibledcfini-
lion of faith: "Faith is the substance of
things hoped for. the evidence of things
not seen," Hebrews I I: I. Substance-
tl1at is prclIy real. isn't ir? You can rake
allole! of it. You cannot see it. but you
can experience it. If yOll actually have
the substance ofwhat yOll hope for. what
j$the very first thing you want to do?-
You thank God for it. So then true faith
thank' God ror the faith that brings
victory over temptation and sin.

How do we then develop the faith
of Jesus? Remember, the patience of
Jesus is developed by the faith of
Jesus.

"Here is the parience of the saints:
here are they that keep the command-
ments of God. and the faith of Jesus."
Revelation 14: 12.

So. when we have the faith of
Jesus, it will develop in us a joyful
experience-a daily growing love for
God and an appreciation for the tre-
mendolls sacrifice of Jesus. So faith-
real faith-praises God with enthusi-
asrn for the promised forgiveness of
our sins: then we arc truly repentant.
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Even though we cannot see the thing
hoped for or prayed ror, true raith
knows God has the answer. The evi-
dence is in the promise!

How can we develop slich unshak-
able faith?

"SO then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of Goe!.l'
Romans 10: 17.

Remember. the promise is in the
Word or God.

"Study to shew thyself approved
unto God. a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed. rightly dividing
the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2: J 5.

"Search the scriptures: for in them
ye think ye have eternal life: and they
are they which testi fy of me." John
5:39.

The majority of us are busy peo-
ple, con'tantly stressed by our life
situations-work. financial obliga-
tions, home, professions. the children's
education. daily complexities and the
lragedies of life that seem al limes

insurmountable. Many of life's
disappointments tempt us 10 become
discouraged and depressed.

The only anSwer to the Slresses
and problems of life is the faith of
Jesus-a daily experience of merging
our will with God's will in obedience
to all known tTuth, without compro-
mise. Let us learn of this faith by
turning now to the Bible and to the
Spirit of Prophecy:

"And ye shall seek me, and find
me, when ye shall search for me with
all your hearL.'· Jeremiah 29: 13.

"That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith: that ye. being root-
ed and grounded in love. may be
able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth. and length. and
depth, and height: and to know the
love of Christ. which passeth knowl-
edge. that ye might be filled with all
the fullness of God. Now unto him
that is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or
think. according to the power that

worketh in us." Ephesians 3: 17-20:
see also I John 3:22.

"Not because we see or feel that
God hears us are we to believe. We
are to trust in His promises. When we
come to Him in faith, every petition
enters the heart of God. When we
have asked for His blessing. we should
believe that we receive it, and thank
Him that we have received it. Then
we are to go about Our duties. as-
sured that the blessing will be real-
ized when we need it most. When we
have learned to do this. we shall
know that our prayers are answered.
God will do for us 'exceeding abun-
dantly.' 'according to the riches of
His glory: and 'the working of His
mighty power. ' Ephesians 3:20. 16:
I: 19." The Desire of Ages, 200: sce
also ibid .. 668.

Remember. "obedience is the fruit
of faith." Sleps /() Chrisl. 61.

The power of faith working
daily in the life develops power for
obedience to truth. "If we come to
Him daily in faith. He will speak His
mysteries to LIS personally. Our hearts
will often burn within us as One
draws nigh to commune with us as
He did with Enoch," Ibid.

Then we will thank Him. nor be-
cause we see the answer to our prayer.
but because we know He hears. and
we believe He will always answer
according 10 what is best' for our
eternal good. Then we rhank Him
because by failh we have already
received the answer.

The faith or Jesus is to surrender
to His will. to study, to search. and to
believe His promises are ours for the
power to show His love by Ollr will-
ing obedience to all known truth.

Let us learn to exercise the faith
of Jesus now. while probation still
lingers. that we may be able to stand
through the crisis ahead.

Ron Spear-EDIToR
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By This Shall All Men Know
CAN you finish this verse? Jesus

says there is something that you
and I can experience that will

reveal our union with Him to all men:
"By this!" So what is il?-"If ye have
love one to another." John 13:35. (All
emphasis supplied unless otherwise
noted.)

There is a love that will unmistakably
convince people that how we are respond-
ing to them, and how we are caring for
them, is coming from a Source of Power
greater than we ourselves can generate. By
this they will know, even if they make no
profession of Christianity. However. this
love has very purposefully been counter-
feited and adulterated by Satan. This love
has been so misstated and confused that
many in the world today equate the word
love with "anything goes:" and many in the
church equate it wilh "come as you arc.
stay as you arc. and go to heaven as you
are." Then there is a love that appears
genuine. but only works on our human
terms and conditions, and quickly fades oul
when self is wounded.

The love that will reveal our union
with Christ is clearly described in
I Corinthians 13. Paul says that this love
(charity) suffers long, is kind, does not
envy, does not vaunt itself. is not puffed
up, does not behave unseemly, seeketh
not her own, is not easily provoked.
thinks no evil, bears all things. believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all
things and never fails. How do we mea-
sure up?

Before our wedding Alane and I made
the decision that beginning on the first
day that we were married we would read
I Corinthians 13 together daily. We had
a book with thirty different renditions
of that chapter. and we began our first
reading on OUf wedding night. I even
wrote my own paraphrase and gave it to
my bride. Everything seemed so won-
derful! We enjoyed I Corinthians 13
together, had a great honeymoon, and
had no idea that we did not have that
kind of love for each other! Not until
the honeymoon was over and the pres-
sures of everyday life set in did we

begin to recognize that something was
wrong with our version of love. It was
not long until we decided it was futile to
keep reading about a love that was loog-
suffering, that did not seek its own way.
was not easily provoked, would bear all
things, and in the process of all that,
would not think evil. We did not under-
stand that our greatest battle was the
surrender of self to the will of God. Our
intentions were good; OUf human love
was as good as anyone else's, but we
needed a power outside of ourselves to
bring heaven's kind of love into our
lives. We needed a practical understand-
ing of what happens when self is crossed.
We needed the £oats to begin to re-
spond to God and to each other. I am so
thankful that we did not give up on each
other, and that God has not given up on
us as we continue to learn more of His
kind of love in our marriage and in our
relationships with others.

When Jesus said. "By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples," He
knew that any person, whether a pro-

========1 Tom Waters 1========
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T heoretically, we should not be disturbed
by what others may think or say about us, or

even what they do to us, if we are in oneness
with Christ and in fellowship with His Spirit.

fessing Christian or not, would recog·
nize that this kind of love cannot be
generated through anything but a mo-
ment-by-moment surrender to His will.
They will know that our response could
not be rehearsed or fabricated by us
gritting our teeth to prove that we will
not allow ourselves to get upset.

So, are we to conclude then that
there will be some great moment in our
Christian experience when we will be-
come partakers of this Christlike love,
but that until then, we are all just doing,
our best to express our human love?
No! This I Corinthians 13 kind of love
is being learned and experienced on the
same basis as is the growth of all the
other aspects of our character. It is be-
ing cultivated, tested and revealed
through the trials, associations and cir-
cumstances in which we find ourselves.
Often we are blinded to our lack of this
deeper love because circumstances have
not called forth a deeper need. Let me
illustrate:

I find myself involved with someone
who has accused me of lying to him in a
real estate transaction made several years
ago. He is blaming me for a series of
events that he believes were unfair. I
have attempted to work through these
things on the basis of principle, tact and
a deepening understanding of love to-
ward someone who is vehemently angry,
and at times is irrational toward me.
When this situation began unfolding I
soon recognized that my love was being
tested, and as I have been willing for
God's will to be done, He is bestowing a
deeper love. But it seems to be easier
for me to experience this love toward
this person for one very important rea-
son-he does not profess to be a Chris-
tian. Therefore, I have no expectations
of a good response from him, and I am
not disappointed. It is easier because I
am not confronted with regular associa-
tion with him which would necessitate
renewed surrender and the feelings as-
sociated with being maligned.

However, what happens to us when
\ we are falsely accused, misunderstood,
and maligned even by our spouse, child,
parent or friend(s)? What do we do when
we are told by someone else, whom we
really love and care for, that they know
our thoughts-when they do not? How
do we react when they misconstrue our
words and mati ves, and then accuse us
of things that they themselves struggle
with? The human response--our natu-
ral tendency-is to say something like,

"With friends like that, who needs en-
emies?")1 can remember the day this
happened to my wife and me. As we
listened we were both overwhelmed with
emotion. We literally lost all our appe-
tite and even had a feeling of nausea.
For more than one-half hour we were
told things very hard to hear-some of
them were true, some were miscon-

strued, and some of them (when they
told us what we were thinking) were
wholly untrue. Our minds raced as we
went back over the various scenes in
which we had reached out, and now we
were being told that we had been "plas-
tic."

Friends, I do not share this brief
account so you can sympathize with
me, and think how unkind this was of
those people, but rather to draw from
it the lesson that is the subject of this
article. I use this example to illustrate
that there is often more freedom to
express genuine love for the non-
Christian of casual acquaintance than
to choose to love in circumstances in
which you are likely to be misunder-
stood-no matter what you do. You
see, this situation has driven-not
drawn-yes, driven me to see my
greater need and my greater depen-
dence upon my Saviour. It is revealing
to me that I need a much greater di-
vine love than I had ever recognized
before. God is using this experience
to show me yet another part of me
that is very much alive and must be
crucified and replaced by His divine
love. One of the hard, and yet at the
same time beautiful, things is that we
really cannot hide from it. After we
have been stung repeatedly, our human
nature wants to recoil and avoid hav-
ing it happen again. We are fearful of
becoming vulnerable, of risking being
misunderstood, and of being maligned.
However, the Lord in His mercy com-
forts us with words like these: "We
cannot afford to let our spirits chafe

over any real or supposed wrong
done to ourselves." That means I have
no excuse for holding bad feelings
toward the person who has wronged
me, even if I am 100% right, and this
is not the case! The next line of the
statement says, "Self is the enemy we
most need to fear." Ministry of Heal-
ing, 485.

Theoretically, we should not be dis-
turbed by what others may think or say
about us, or even what they do to us, if
we are in oneness with Christ and in
fellowship with His Spirit. This brings
us to the stark realization that we are
not at one with Christ when we start
blaming, surmising and feeling hurt and
wounded over the supposed or real
wrongs we think someone has done to
us.

One reason why we experience so
much difficulty in practically implement-
ing this oneness with Christ is that often
when we are not in circumstances that
require our conscious dependence, we
thoughtlessly drift back into a self-man-
agement mode of operation. Then, even
though self may not be shown to be in a
particular behavior, it is quietly, by ne-
glect of watchfulness, positioning for
the ascendancy when temptation strikes.
So now let us place ourselves in an
interaction with a friend or loved one. If
one or both of us slips into self, we are
being set up for misunderstandings and
wounded feelings. Then there is the ten-
dency to cast blame-point the finger-
and wonder why we are being treated
this way, especially when the other per-
son professes to live by a high standard.
In other words, we hold the persons
accountable, and view them through their
profession, rather than through recog-
nizing that they are weak and need en-
couragement the same as we do. The
problem is compounded when the per-
sons you are talking with tell you that
they are in the Spirit and not in the
flesh. Should we really need to tell any-
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When we choose to yield ourselves to
Christ, He will give us His divine power,

and the temptations to entertain wrong thoughts
will lose their strength as they find no answering
cord in our heart.

one that we are in the Spirit? These
kinds of silUations are not easy. and
certainly reveal and call us to our need
of divine love.

The point of it is that the devil is
working vigorously to create scenarios
that will break down friendships. mar-
riages and families. robbing us of our
unity and stealing from us the very mark
that reveals that we are Christ's dis-
ciples. "If ye have love one to another:'

As you read this. you may not relate
to it on the basis of a misunderstanding
with a friend. or a non-Christian, who
has falsely accused you. You may find
yourself going through a similar experi-
ence-maybe with your spouse, another
relative. or a church relationship. You
may also be recognizing, just as I do.
that without this heaven-born love, we
are not prepared to enter heaven. Satan
taunts us with our weakness and tries to
convince us that we will never make it.
but this is only a lie from the accuser of
the brethren.

Let us turn all of our attention over
to the solution now. since the solution
is a practical part of the title of this
article. Think for a moment what it would

<If- very one who is under the
'1 influence of the Spirit of

God, wi 11 become trans-
formed by his grace. It is

our privilege to bring the love of
Jesus into our lives while in our
associations with those for whom
Christ died. Even if not sympa-
thetic by nature, every true Chris-
tian will manifest love, the crown-
ing grace of all graces. Says the
Saviour, "By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another." Re-
view and Herald, May 6, 1890.

6 DI/r Firm FO/Illdafioll April 1998

be like if each one of us would heed the
following words. "Be ye all of one mind.
having compassion one of another. love
as brethren. be pitiful. be courteous: not
rendering evil for evil. or railing for
railing: but contrariwise blessing:' I Pe-
ter 3:8-9.

Listell: Really be willing to listen to
the other persons' perspective. even if
they do not say it in a very courteous
way and even if they are just venting.

James I: 19 says be "swift to hear:' That
means to try to hear through the avenue
of humanity what the Spirit wants to
communicate. "Slow to speak"-do not
be so quick to respond human to hu-
man-it only makcs things worsc. "Slow
to wrath"-whether we are right or
wrong our irritation and frustration does
nOl work the righteousness of God-it
only slows the process.

COllfess alld repent: As we have
honestly listened, even if the other per-
sons are projecting upon us their own
faults and weaknesses. or if we have
done the same to them. we must be
willing to confess and repent of our
part. We are told, "If you have commit-
ted one wrong and they twenty. confess
that one as though you were the chief
offender." Review alld Herald. vol. J.
489. If our motive here is only to lead
them to confess their faults. God's bless-
ing will not attend. My confession must
be specific, relating to my wrong and
my side of the relationship.

Forgiveness: Thcre must be a will-
ingness to forgive and press onward.
even if the other person has not asked
for forgiveness. While it is ideal when
both parties seek forgi veness. we can-
not depend upon it for our peace. This
true forgiveness. as with each of the
other steps in this process. requires a
Power outside and above ourselves.
None of this can be done by good inten-
tions, emotional moments. or gritting
our teeth. "The just shall live by faith:'
Romans I: 17. True faith exercised

brings the enabling power of Christ
which is needed.

Deal with the thollghts: This step
could be placed at the beginning. in
between. and at the end of this whole
solution process. In 2 Corinthians 10:5
Paul tells us of the importance of "bring-
ing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ:' Why is it so criti-
cal to have our thoughts brought under
slich strict obedience to Christ? Think
for a moment, and please do this little
exercise: Think about someone whom
right now you are not fully at peace
with. or who has misunderstood you. or
possibly misrepresented you. Did you
think about them? Well. unless your
thoughts were governed by divine grace.
the thoughts naturally turned toward your
own self-perspective. Nexl. if the Si1U3-
tion is particularly hard and the resolu-
tion is not coming quickly. feelings
started to mix with those thoughts.
Maybe you felt anxious. hurt. frustrated.
irritated. angry. or bitter. With these
emotional feelings there is often also a
corresponding physical response-like
a lack of appetite. nausea. increased
pulse, elevated blood pressure and ten-
sion. YOLl see. friends, our thoughts have
a very close relalionship to our feel-
ings. and the two combined very quickly
become who we arc at that momelll,
regardless of our profession. We are
told that "if our thoughts are wrong. the
feelings will be wrong. and the thoughts
and the feelings combined make up
the moral character." Testimonies. vol.
5. 310. Do you see how quickly the
delicate nature of love can be squashed
by our thoughts. and how vital it is that
we cooperate with the Holy Spirit when
He prompts us about a thought and where
it will soon lead us? I have found that
part of the solution involved in cultivat-
ing love is to ask God to prompt me
when my thoughts are going to lead me
away from my surrender and dependence
into unlovely trailS of character. If your
human nature is like mine, you may find
yourself having to repulse and turn from
certain thoughts many times. Do not
become discouraged. Just keep respond-
ing to the Spirit. His grace is sufficient.
When we choose to yield ourselves to
Christ. He will give us His divine power,
and the temptations to entertain wrong
thoughts will lose their strength as they
find no answering cord in our heart.

When we have been misunderstood
or misrepresented, when it seems that
it must always be me that must give in.



remember thal to give back understand-
ing when misunderstood, to continue
10 reach out when the hand has been
slapped-is to experience more of His
love for another. This is a freedom
that is higher than being understood.
and this freedom only comes when we
are willing to fully surrender in the
situation-no malleI' how difficuh-
and choose to focus our prayers and
thoughts on allowing the heaven-born
love to work in us and through us. We
need to allow God to show us that
"while self is unsubdued. we can find
no rest." Desire of Ages. 336. Do not
assume that finding or implementing
the solution means thai everything will
turn out comfortable. It did not for
Christ. Do not assume that you will be
understood. and then rest will come.
We must find the rest alone in
Christ, not because the situation is
resolved humanly. Our rest comes
from how successfully we respond to
the Holy Spirit-not from the out-
come of the situations that burden the
soul.

Dear reader, as you have read this
article, the Spirit may have impressed
upon you the case of some person, some
difficulty. some painful misunderstand-
ing Lhat is robbing you of the peace and
rest that only comes from Christ. It is
my prayer thai the Holy Spirit will help
you. as He has helped me, and even as I
wrile, to measure it with Calvary. Mea-
sure the hUrl or difficulty, the unwill-
ingness to let go. with Christ in
GeLhsemane as He cried out for another
way. if possible, than the cup that
trembled in His hand. He was despised,
oppressed and aFnicted-yet He opened
nOL His mouth.

Friends, to have the love that Christ
is calling us to experience, we must
have the unconditional giving of our all,
and the partaking of His all. JUSL as our
peace can only come from Christ, so
also can this love only come through
our surrender and dependence upon Him.
Then. and only then, will you and I be
able to love, and Lruly give ourselves for
the other person-as Christ loved and
gave Himself entirely for us. May we be
merciful to one another as we learn this
kind of love. He loves us when we mis-
understand Him. betray Him. and even
when we crucify Him afresh. May God
help us to experience this kind of love
one to anolher. Then. by this shall all
men know! 0

The Evangelism & Revival Department
of Hope International

presents these upcoming meetings:

ApRil
Eatonville, WA April 20-24

Spring Week of Prayer
Hope International

Eatonville, WA April 25
Life Abundant Missionary Institute

San Bernadino, CA May 14-17
Ron Spear will be at the National Orange Show, Damus Building

689 South "En Street, San Bernardino

Portland, TN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. May 21-24
1099 Wattwood Hollow Road

Puyallup, WA May 23
Edgewood Grange Hall
1806 Meridian East

Milton-Freewater, OR.................... May 23
Senior Center
311 . Main

. HOPE CAMp MEETiNGS. .
Eatonville, WA August 4-9

Angelus Oaks, CA September 17-20
Camp Morning Star

Barton Flats, Highway 38

Calistoga, CA September 24-27
Napa County Fairgrounds

1435 Oak Street

Look for our "Upcoming Meetings" announcement in future
issues. If you need more information please call Hope Interna-
tional, (360) 832-6602, and ask to speak to someone in the
Evangelism and Revival (E&R) Department.
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YOU have heard it said, "An ounce
of prevention is worth a pound
of cure." The little bit of effort

required to guard against obvious danger
can often save one from catastrophic
cost, injury and pain. Today a great deal
of attention is being given to the devel-
opment of all kinds of safety regulations
and devices to prevent injury and harm
in all aspects of OUf lives. In the home.
in the work place. on the road. and in the
marketplace. it seems that there is no end
to our government's efforts to protect us
from ourselves.

Much is also being said about methods
of preventing the youth from becoming
involved in hannful and addictive behav-
iors which bring doleful consequences of
entrapment in misery and despair. Increas-
ing attention is also beginning to be
given 10 the prevention or divorce, which
is reported to destroy up to sixty percent
of American marriages. I

Ironically, most of the theories that
drive these grandiose plans of social en-
gineering are built upon the concepts of
Greek humanism. Though well mean-
ing, these efforts to prevent massive
life-destroying tragedies are frequently
founded upon the faulted assumption
that man is innately good. On this basis
it is believed that all we need to do is
to allow the child enough room-or
freedom from restraint-for this inner
goodness to express itself. and then

the individual will develop into a "'good
person." Meanwhile our streets are filled
with violence, and masses of our youth
are becoming victims or the wretched
consequences of their indulgence of de-
ceptive. pleasurable feelings of the mo-
ment. Based upon our own current ob-
servation. as well as the testimony of
inspired Bible writers. as a Christian
psychologist, I must reject these faulty
modern humanistic theories.

It is much easier to observe in the
natural behavior of man a greater ten-
dency toward evi I than toward good. The
Scriptures tell us that, ·There is a way
which seemeth right unto a man. but the
end thereof are the ways of death:' Prov-
erbs 14: 12. Satan has certainly not aban-
doned the deceptive device he used so
successfully with Eve, "Ye shall not surely
die." Genesis 3:4. It seems to be char-
acteristic of youth to come equipped
with a sense of immortality. To many
people. Ii t'e-threatening-risk-tak ing-
is an almost inherent challenge.

Certainly the more permissive con-
cepts that have arisen out of humanistic
psychology have not advanced the mo-
rality of the human race. Indeed the
evidence is all in the other direction.
Left to his own natural propensities. all
humans accept a principle of life based
upon the desire for self-satisfaction here
and now. This is a response pattern that
is continually and massively reinforced

by the television, advertising and enter-
tainment medias. The consequences of
action are rarely evaluated by the inex-
perienced children and youth who are
being seduced into the behaviors of drug
and alcohol use. We cannot expect them
to have a sufficient basic understanding
of cause and effect to be able to make
valid decisions without the intervention
of the more mature members of society.
But granting all of this, the evidence still
surely suggests that even the develop-
ment of rational thinking processes does
not necessarily lead to productive behav-
ior.

By contrast, I believe that the prin-
ciples of Christianity contained in the
Holy Scriptures provide a fundamental
basis for prevention in the drug-centered
culture of the present day.. The old
Socratic of "to know is to do" is
fundamentally faulted. Most drug users
know that the use of these depressive,
stimulant and hallucinatory substances
are effecting dangerous consequences in
them-both physically and intellectually.
Therefore the issue in prevention has to
proceed beyond education-as imponant
as that may be. Obviously, education,
acculturation, and example all have a
significant role to play. But many of us,
who have been working with youth for
many years, recognize that ultimately
without the power of divine intervention
all of these areas are inadequate to guar-
antee either the prevention of drug use or
the continued rehabilitation of those who
have become addicted to these destruc-
tive agents.

It is of interest that through the years
some prominent voices from the world
have also recognized this reality. One of
these was the world-renowned psychia-
trist, Karl Menninger. For years there
was a strict dictum that Menninger passed
on to the psychiatrists he trained at the
institution that bore his name. According

I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Few realize their own weakness and that the
natural sinfulness of the human heart too

often paralyzes their noblest endeavors.

to him, there were only two topics that
the psychiatrist must never discuss with
his patients-politics and religion. This
was presumably because they were both
often so highly charged with intense feel-
ings and differing opinions that their
discussion could interfere with effective
treatment.

Yel it appears that over time. like
some other Christian mental health pro-
fessionals. Menninger came to more and
more appreciate the dimensions of mo-
rality and religious experience in the
achievement and maintenance of mental
heallh. On his 801h birthday when
Menninger's last book entitled. "What-
ever of Sin?,,2 was released. it
made a significant impact. But. thal was
almost a quarter of a century ago. Today
Menninger's searching question seems
almost to have been forgotten. But some
of his perceptive insights are worthy of
reex'lmination.

After many decades of dealing with
humanity. he realized just how certain it
was that in any aspect of human en-
deavor. divine power must be employed.
Interestingly. Menninger quoted not from
a fellow psychialrist or a theologian, but
from the late. great British historian
Arnold Toynbee, and he emphatically
supports this historian's conclusions:

"Science has never superseded reli-
gion. and it is my expectation that it
never wi II supersede it. ... Science has
also begun to find out how to cure psy-
chic sickness. So far, however. science
has shown no signs that it is going to be
able to cope with man's most serious
problems. II has nol been able 10 do
anything to cure man of his sinfulness
and his sense of insecurity. or to avert
the painfulness of failure and the dread
of death. Above all, it has not helped
him to break out of the prison of his
innate self-centeredness into communion
or union with some reality that is greater.
more important. more valuable. and more
lasting than himself. ...

·'1 am convinced myself lhat mans
fundamental problem is his human ego-
centricity"')

In commenting on Toynbee's insights
we sense Menninger's frustration with
the failure of social leaders to confront
and deal with lhe problem of sin. and his
almost evangelistic fervor in urging that
it be done. at ice Menninger's words:

"Egocentricity is one name for it.
Selfishness. narcissism. pride. and other
terms have been used. But neither the
clergy nor the behavioral scientists, in-

eluding psychiatrists. have made it an
issue. The popular learning is away from
notions of guilt and morality. Some poli-
ticians. groping for a word. have chanced
on the silly misnomer-permissiveness.
Their thinking is muddy. but their mean-
ing is clear. Diseases and treatment have
been the walch words of lhe day, bUl

lillIe is said about selfishness or guilt or
that 'morality gap.' And certainly no one
lalks about sin '

"I am not attributing any special moral
failure to the clergy. nor to my own
profession. We get caught in the wave
and currents of popular interests and are
as helpless in the cancerous growth of
technology as are the parishioners and
the patients.

"But a trumpet call like lhat of
Toynbee's phrase compels one to stop
and rellecl. We know lhat the principal
leadership in lhe morality realm should
be the clergy·s. but they seem to mini-
mize their great traditional and historical
opportunity 10 preach. to prophecy, to
speak oul. Spiritual leadership muSl in-
deed have intelligent following, so where
are the lawyers. teachers, editors, pub-
lishers, and others [0 take up the lead?
"Some clergymen prefer pastoral

counseling of individuals to the pulpit
function. But the latter is a greater op-
portunily 10 both heal and prevelll. An
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure. indeed. and there is much preven-
tion to be done for large numbers of
people who hunger and thirst after direc-
tion towards righteousness. Clergymen
have a golden opportunity to prevent
some of [he accumulated misapprehen-
sions, guilt, aggressive action, and other
roots of later mental suffering and men-
tal disease.

"How? Preach! Tell it like it is. Say it
from the pulpil. Cry it from the housetops.

"What shall we cry?
"Cry comfort, cry repenlance. cry

hope.'"

It is clear that these isolated voices
from among the world's great thinkers
have come to realize what God in His
mercy has long ago revealed to us in His
Word and through His special messenger
for these times.

As we attempt to design strategies
both for prevention and cure of all kinds

of addictive behaviors there arc certain
basic truths that we must acknowledge:

Firsl. man is basically self-centered
and has a predisposition [0 sin. which
leads to self-destructive acts and prac-
tices.

The Scriplures lell us that. "all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of
God'" Romans 3:23. "I am carnal, sold
under sin." Romans 7: 14. Jesus Himself
reminded us that. "Whosoever committeth
sin is the servant of sin." John 8:34. We
are also warned that. "Sin originated in
self-seeking." rhe Desire of Ages, 21.
"Selfishness. [isl the rOOI of all evil."
EducatioN. 226. Again. "Few realize their
own weakness and that the natural sin-
fulness of the human heart too often
paralyzes their noblest endeavors.

"The baleful influence of sin poisons
the life of the souL" Testimonies, vol. 4.
109
So as we note further below, the

apostle Paul clarifies that our bent to
sinning or self-destructive behavior is
the result of ·'sin that dwelleth in me" or
of sin having made its home in my na-
ture. See Romans 7: 17, 21.

Second, man is basically helpless
when he has become a slave to drugs or
any addictive behaviors.

''The good resolutions made in onc's
own strength avail nothing. Not all the
pledges in lhe world will break the power of
evil habit. Never will men pmctice temper-
ance in all things until their hearts are
renewed by divine grace. We cannot keep
ourselves from sin for one moment. Every
moment we are dependent upon God." rhe
Ministry of Healing, 179-180.

•
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Christ lived a life of perfect obedience to
God's law, and in this He set an example

for every human being. The life that He lived in
this world we are to live through His power and
under His instruction."

The will of most human beings is
weak at best. But once eroded by addic-
tive substances it can be almost impos-
sible to break the habits that the indi-
vidual himself desperately wants to
eliminate from his life. Many addicts
have a desire to break their habit thal is
so lifeMdestroying. Yet they continue to
do that which they hate. Jesus so plainly
described the dilemma of the addict when

He said. ''The spirit indeed is willing.
but the flesh is weak." Here Jesus not
only describes man's weakness. but in
the same place He provides the needed
prevention power. with the counsel.
"Watch and pray. that ye enter not into
temptation:· Matthew 26:41.

The apostle Paul also revealed his
understanding of this principle when he
said. as translated by J. B. Phillips:

"For I find myself not doing what ,
really want to do but doing what I really
loath.... I often find that I have the will
to do good. but not the power. That is. I
don't accomplish the good I set out to
do, and the evil I don't really want to do
I find I am always doing:· Then Paul
recognized the true nature of this struggle
in these words, "Yet if I do things thill I
don't really want to do then it is not. I
repeat. '1' who do them, but the sin
which has made its home within me:'
Again in this same passage, the apostle
identifies with the sinner's dilemma and
gives us the only solution. ·'It is an ago-
nizing situation, and who on earth can
set me free from the clutches of my uwn
sinful nature? I thank God there is a way
out through Jesus Christ our Lord:' Ro-
mans 7: 15. 18. 20. 24-25.'
The third principle follows when we

recognize the helplessness of one caught
in self-defeating habits. Man requires
the power of his Crealor to strengthen
his weak will in his ball Ie against
sel f-destructive practices.

Fortunately. it is here where our Sav-
iour has stepped in 10 rescue us from
sure defeat. ""For God so loved the world.
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that he gave his only begotten Son. that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish. but have everlasting life:' John
3: 16.

··Christ Jived a life of pcrfect obedi-
ence lO God's law, and in this He set an
example for every human being. The life
that He lived in this world we are to live
through His power and under His in-
struction....

''The Saviour took upon Himself the
infirmities of humanity and lived a sinless
life, that men might have no fear that
because of the weakness of human na-
ture they could not overcome. Christ
came to make us 'partakers of the divine
nature,' and His life declares that hu-
manity. combined wilh divinity. does not
commit sin.

''The Saviour overcame to show man
how he may overcome. All the tempta-
tions of Satan. Chrisl met with the Word
of God. By trusting in God·s promises.
He received power to obey God's comM
mandments, and the tempter could gain
no advantage." The MiniSH)' of Healing.
180-181.

In this growing secular era, which is
increasingly dominated by the humanis-
tic concepts of the New Age movement.
it is not popular eilher to call sin by its
right name or to look for divine power as
an integral part of preventive programs
or of the rehabilitation of addicts. How-
ever. it is my conviction that any true
preventive strategy or curative program
must recognize the impotency of the hu-
man nature and the need for the primary
role of divine power. a strcngth to em-
power the individual to establish patterns
of thinking and living independent of
drug dependency.

Clearly. the same power that is able
to strengthen the weak human will in the
battle against addiction is the Same power
that can be employed by children and
youth who have been taught to depend
upon the power of God in their life. and
to resist the social forces that so strongly

urge mosl youth on to at Icast experiM
ment with one substance or another.

To every successfullherapy built upon
the Christian faith. the program must
focus from an early age of the children
not just simply in "saying No to drugs"
but upon the claims that God has to the
life and service of every human being.

The child must be taught the limita-
tions of his own power when confronted
with the desires and passions of his in-
herently self-centered nature.

The children must be educated to
know and experience the power that is
available to them through the daily sub-
mission of their lives to God. They need
to understand and have practice in utiliz-
ing the power which God provides to
resist temptation (0 experiment with be-
haviors or substances that damage or
destroy the soul-temple.

Finally. the children and youth need
to be trained in the most effective ways
to help their fellow youth to understand
these principles of freedom from slavery.
By sharing with others. it will in turn
reinforce these truths in the minds of the
sharers. And then they will be able to
declare with the apostle Paul. .. , can do
all things through Christ which
slrengtheneth me" and. "my God shall
supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ JeslIs."
Philippians 4: I3. 19. 0

FOOT 'OTES:
Seattle Marital and Family In.'otitule. 1997.
K:lrl Menninger. IV/w/en'r Bt'camt' of Sill?
Hawthorn Inc .. N.V.
Arnold Toynbec. SII/'I,il'illg Ihe Fulllre. OxforJ
University press. 1971. Quoted in MCllninger,
IVlwlel'er Became of S;II'!. 227.
Karl Menninger. op. cit.
J. B. Phillips. The Nell' Tesltlmelll ill Mot/em
E1Iglish. Geoffrey Blc' Ltd .. London. 1960.



they found out. they acted like you had a
deadly disei.l'c, and they tricd 10 gel rid of
you as as thc) could. Right'! I ha\'e had
thi.lI expcrienl'c many times. What do you
think about taking a different approach to
door·to-door work? Counsel,,· 011 Health.
page .:1-97. sa):">. "As tht') go from hou<;;e to
house they will lind It: ImlllY heal1s.
Many will be reached who otherwise never
would have heard the message. A
demonstration or the principles of health
reform will do much toward removing preju-
dice againsl our t.:vangelical work. The
Great Physician. the Originator of medical

work, will bless all who thus
seek to impart the truth for this time," Many
people would scorr at the idea or doing

Go
t

I
I

,
f
I

medical missionary work door to door. but
God h;'ls promised that if wc follow His
·heallh plan: He will bless our effons.

Couf/sels Oil Diet and Foods. page 76.
!-orates this well-known pas!-oage, "I have been
instructed that we are not 10 delay to do the
work that needs to be done in health reform

Through this work we are to reach
souls in the highways and the byways. I can
sec in the Lord's providence thatlhe medi·
cal missionary work is to be a great cl1lering
wedge, whereby rhe disci.\sed soul may be
reached. Much of the prejudicc that pre-
vents the truth of the third angers message
from reachillg the of (he people.
might be removed if more attentioll were
given to health reform," 0

(

OVER and over a!!ain I read how
important the medIcal mISSIon-
ary work is and how we need to

establish this work everywhere. Mrs.
White stated. "Soon there will be no
work done in ministerial lines but medi-
cal missionary work.'- EI'ollge!is1I1. 523.
(All emphasis supplied unless otherwise
noted.) Probably all of us have heard or
read that quotation at olle time or an-
other. but we have not acted in preparing
ourselves for service in the medical mis-
sionary lines. If ever there is a time to
do lhe medicul missionary work. it is
rig/If now!

Prejudice is so cOlllmon in this world
!.hat I know lh..u some Sevclllh-day Adventists
arc even prejudiced toward rhe work thai
God set fonh for us to do in these last days.
If some of us are biased against the medic;'ll
missionary work. think of how prejudiced
the world is toward thc three angels' mes-

Here is a little secret I found: "As a
meansofovcrcoming prejudice and gaining
access to minds. medical missionary work

be donc. not in one or two places only.
but in many places where the truth has not
yct been proclaimed. We arc to work as

to hcal the sin-
sick by giving them the message or
salvation. This work will break down preju-
dice as nothing else can." £l'llllgelisJ1I. 515.
Amazing! What a privilege it is that we can
be involved in somcthing that the Lord said
must be done!

Somc or you may rcmember when
therc was a big push to gel The Great
COllfrOl'ersy Ollt to thc people of the
world. Some of you might C\'CI1 have
been able to be a part of that exciting
work. My family able to travel (we
were living in northern Wisconsin at
that time) to Minncapolis/St. Paul. Min-
nesota. and to give away The Creat
COllfrol'ersyon the street corners. What
a timc we Even though it was
winter and I'er." cold. we were
Anyway. my dad and siSler and I were
on one corncr together. and wc found
thai many times people would not rake
books from my dad. but the)' would
take them from mc or my "bter. Youth.
God .,;an use us! I know that Ihere arc
youth who have the idea IhaL since
they are not grown up. there is not
much thcy can do. but that not true!
Prejudice was broken down by chil-
dren in Minnesota! That can be done
evcrywhere!

How many or you have dune door-to-
donI" work and hud people us,," you what
religion you wcrc'! Most or the time when
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GOD gives to every man his work.
and with the imparted commis-
sion He gives to His messengers

a measure of power proportionate to their
faith. He is constantly unfolding to the
hean the riches of His grace. Light will
shine forth in clear rays from those who
receive light from the Word of God.
Converted messengers are needed, to give
the Words of the Most High to the people.
The teacher of the truth must practice

the truth he communicates to the people,
else his labor will be in vain. Those who
suppon the truth. not only by argument.
but in their lives, range themselves on
the side of righteousness. By a converted
life they give evidence that they bear a
solemn message of warning, which is a
savor of life unto life, or of death unto
death. When men are really converted,
controversy and debate will be ended.
The plain, searching truth will be pro-
claimed by lips touched with a live coal
from the altar of God.
The true minister of the gospel will

not stand before the people to speak
smooth words; to cry, Peace and safety.
He realizes the dangers that threaten the
soul, and he presents the truth as it is in
Jesus. The truth comes from his lips
clear, plain, and decided, as if he fully
believed the words spoken to be a savor
of life unto life. or of death unto death.
He knows that he has the Spirit and
power of God, and his words awaken the
consciences of his hearers.

The lessons given by the greatest
Teacher the world has ever known were
given in plain, simple language. Christ's

Part 2
words were explicit and direct. His in-
struction was given line upon line, pre-
cept upon precept. Christ reproached His
disciples with their slowness of compre-
hension. Why did they not understand
His lessons?-Because His words did
not agree with what they had been taught,
or with their hopes and expectations.
Christ tried to impress His disciples that
He had left in their possession truths of
which they did not realize the value.

The Old Testament is the ground
where the seeds of practical godliness
were first sown. This was repeated in
Christ's words to His disciples. We have
yet to learn that the whole Jewish
economy is a compacted prophecy of the
gospel. It is the gospel in figures. From
the pillar of cloud, Christ presented man's
duty to God and to his fellow men. His
words to His appointed agencies, both in
the Old Testament and in the New, point
out plainly the Christian virtues. Through
all His teaching He scattered the pre-
cious grains of truth. All will find these
to be as precious pearls. rich in value, if
they will practice the principles laid
down.

We have the truth. Shall we not prac-
tice it? Selfishness is the great evil that
makes of none effect the preaching of
the cross of Christ. Preach the Word. Do
not drown the voice of Christ by your
own interpretation of the Scriptures. Do
not make the Word of God mean what
He never meant it to mean. Make a
practical application of the tfuth. Urge
the truth home with sanctified assurance
and directness, presenting the high stan·

dard God sets before His people. Truth
must become truth to the receiver to all
intents and purposes. It must be stamped
upon the hean. "With the heart man
believeth unto righteousness: and with
the mouth confession is made unto salva-
tion." Romans I0: IO. "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind." Luke 10:27. This
is the service that God requires. Nothing
short of this is pure and undefiled reli-
gion. The heart is the citadel of the
being; and until that is wholly on the
Lord's side, the enemy will gain constant
victories over us by his subtle tempta-
tions.

If the life is given into its control. the
power of the truth is unlimited. The
thoughts are brought into captivity to
Christ. From the treasure of the heart are
brought forth appropriate and fitting
words. Especially will our words be
guarded. Writing to Timothy. Paul says:
"Hold fast the form of sound words.
which thou hast heard of me. in faith and
love which is in Christ Jesus. That good
thing which was committed unto thee
keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth
in us." 2 Timothy I: 13-14.
The Holy Spirit must work on the

hearts of the teachers of God's Word.
that they may give the truth to the people
in the clear, pure way that Christ Himself
gave the truth. He revealed it, not only in
His words, but in His life. If God's
messengers realize the necessity of the
Holy Spirit'S working. this Spirit will
speak through them to the hearers. who

IEllen G.
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T he soul that cherishes the love of Christ is
full of freedom, light, and joy. In such a

soul there are no divided thoughts.

will understand the meaning of the truth
spoken.

Men in this age of the world act as if
they were at liberty to question the Words
of the Infinite. to review His decisions
and statutes. endorsing, revising, reshap-
ing. and annulling. at their pleasure. If
they cannot misconstrue, misinterpret, or
alter God's plain decision. or bend it to
please the multitude and themselves. they
break it. We are never safe while we are
guided by human opinions: but we are
safe when we are guided by a '"Thus
saith the Lord." We cannot trust the
salvation of our souls to any lower stan-
dard than the decision of an infallible
Judge. Those who make God their Guide.
and His Word their Counselor. follow
the Lamp of Life. God's Living Oracles
guide their feet in straight paths. Those
who are thus led do not dare judge the
Word of God. but ever hold that His
Word judges them. They get their faith
and religion from His Word. It is the
Guide that directs their path. It is a Light
to their feet. and a Lamp to their path.
They walk under the direction of the
Father of light. with whom is no vari-
ableness. neither shadow of turning. He
whose tender mercies are over all His
works makes the path of the just as a
shining light. which shines more and
more unto the perfect day.

I am afraid for our churches. I tremble
before God on their account. We have
light on the Scriptures. and we shall be
held accountable for all the light not
cherished. The works of many do not
harmonize with the truth they have re-
ceived. There is far too much of the
human element brought into our plans.
We do not depend upon the Holy Spirit
to work with its transfonning energy upon
the heart and life. We are deficient in
faith. which is invincible and mysterious.
The efficacy of truth is weakened by the
course of those who do not purify their
souls by obeying the truth.

The secrets of the Lord are with
them that fear Him and keep His cov-
enant. We need faith in God. that under
the sanctifying power of God's Word,
the principles of human brotherhood
may be manifested. We need the Holy
Spirit's guidance. Its power upon mind
and heart wi II enable us to present the
truths of God's Holy Word. Sound doc-
trines brought into actual contact with
human souls will result in sound and
elevating practices. The truth as it is in
Jesus must be cherished. Then Chris-
tians will not be Christians in name

only. The love of Christ will pervade
their lives.

The power of the Holy Spirit is
needed to chase away our unbelief and
unchristlike attributes. We must see our
need of a physician. We are sick. and do
not know it. May the Lord convert the
hearts of His workmen! When there is a
converted ministry. then look for results.

But we cannot convert our own hearts.
This work can be done only by the power
of the Holy Spirit. In every stage of the
work let this be remembered: "Not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit.
saith the LORa of hosts." Zechariah 4:6.

"All that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution." 2 Timo-
thy 3:12. But this should not intimidate
one soul. What can give such sunshine to
the soul as the evidence of sins forgiven?
What can impart true nobility if it is not
the restoration of the moral image of
God in man? Whence can peace come if
not from the Prince of Peace? To what
source can we look for help. but to Him
who can give us light in the midst of
darkness?

Christ has promised to send us the
Comforter, whose work is to establish
the kingdom of God in the soul. When
such abundant provisions of mercy, grace.
and peace have been made, why do hu-
man beings act as if they regarded the
truth as a yoke of bondage?-It is be-
cause the heart has never tasted and seen
that the Lord is good. The truth of the
Word of God is thought by some to be a
fetter. But it is the truth that makes men
free. If the truth therefore shall make you
free, ye shall be free indeed. The truth
separates man from his sins, from his
hereditary and cultivated tendencies to
wrong-doing. The soul that cherishes the
love of Christ is full of freedom, light.
and joy. In such a soul there are no
divided thoughts. The whole man yearns
after God. He does not go to men to
know his duty, but to Christ. the Source
of all wisdom. He searches the Word of

God. that he may find out what standard
he must reach.

Can we ever find a surer guide than
Jesus? True religion consists in being
under the guidance of the Holy One in
thought, word, and deed. He, who is the
Way, the Truth. and the Life. takes the
humble, earnest, whole-hearted seeker,
and says. Follow me. He leads him in the

narrow way to holiness and heaven. Christ
has opened this path for us at great cost
to Himself. and we are not left to stumble
our way along in darkness. Jesus is at
our right hand, proclaiming. I am the
Way; and all who decide 10 follow the
Lord will be led in the royal path cast up
for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in.
The usefulness of workers for God

depends on whether they have an abid-
ing Christ. "Without me," he says. "ye
can do nothing." John 15:5. God's work-
ers should be filled with His Spirit. By
their faith and labor of love, true Chris-
tians give unquestionable evidence that
their work is wrought in God. Their
spiritual discernment testifies that they
have been taught of God, that their eyes
are not blinded to the interests of the
cause of God. or to the elements of true
Christianity.

"Our gospel came not unto you 111
word only." writes Paul, "but also in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in
much assurance; as ye know what man-
ner of men we were among you for your
sake," I Thessalonians I :5. Paul lived
the gospel that he preached; and if our
ministering brethren will live the truth.
they will be loving, kind. tender. lowly
in heart, unpretending. earnest. devoted.
Their works will be their credentials.
There would be a hundredfold more con-
versions than the record shows today if
God's workmen were what they should
be. God demands truth in the inward
parts. The Spirit of those in the ministry
must correspond to the truth preached.

Will the workers in the various lines
of God's work ponder these things? A
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When mind and heart are worked by the
Spirit, when self is dead, the truth is

capable of constant expansion and new
development. When the truth molds our
characters, it will be seen to be truth indeed.

EB 1-170 I. Newly reprinted. 95 pages. $3.95!

in the church'! Shall we bring to it wood.
hay. stubble? Shall we nm rather bring
the mOst precious malerial-gold. silver.
prccious stones'! Shall we not distinguish
sharply between the chaff and the wheat'!
Shall we not realize that we must receive
lhe Holy Spirit in our hearts. that it may
mold and fashion the life"

We are living in perilous times. In the
fear of God I would say that the true
exposition of the Scriptures is necessary
for the correct moral dcvelopment of our
characters. Whcn mind and hcan are
worked by the Spirit. when self is dead.
the truth is capable or constant cxpan-
sion and new development. When the
truth molds our characters. it will be
seen to be truth indeed. As it is contem-
plated by lhe true believer. it will grow
brighter. shining with ils original beauty.
It will increase in value. vivifying the
mind. and subduing selfish. unchristlike
coarseness of characlcr. It will elevate
our aspirations. enabling us to reach the
perfect standard of holiness. 0 Re\'ieu'
lIlId Herald. 02-21-99. 02-28-99

by Russcll R. Standish and Colin D. Standish

IODERN BIBLETUJlllATlONI

EB 15105. 233 pages. $12.95!

book a Illllst-read for anyone interested in the
accuracy of the Word of God. It presents a timely
warning to those who believe that almosl any translation
is acceptable.

by Ron Spear

Please see page 3 for shipping and tax information.

.,.l_...l_

ADVENTISM IN CRISIS

"The church mJy appear as ahollt to fall. bUI it does
not fall. 11 rcmains while the sinners in Zion will be
sifted our-the chuff separated from the precious
whea!.·· Ellen G. Whitc. Letter 55. 1886.

place upon Foundation. that there
may no longer be antagonism. but unity.

as vessels for holy scrvice ulltil we cmpty
ourselves. ami make room for His Spirit
to work?

God calls for His pcople to revcal
Him. Shall the world manifest principles
of integrity that the church does not
maintain? Shall a selfish ambition to be
firM be shown by the followers of Christ"
Shall not the principles cherished by them
be laid upon thc Truc Foulldalion. evcn
Christ Jesus? What material shall we

large share of the shallowness of the
work is the result of the shallowness of
the workers. When the Spirit of God
works. something will be done. and in a
much larger degree than we have yel
scen. Where is lhe power of the work-
ers? Wherc is lhe dcmonstration of the
Spirit? Where is the assurance of faith?
There is a sad deficiency in thc preach-
ing of God's Word. Much lluent talking
Illay be done. Much cleverness may bc

shown in the presentation of the different
points of truth. All lhis has been seen.
Ears arc gratified. a present emotion is
excited: but where are thc souls who arc
idcntifying themselves with Christ'!
Where is thc holy unction. the living
earnestncss. the deep moving of the Spirit
of God? Where are those who expound
thc truth by upholding staunch. correct
principles. irrespective of loss or gain?
o that God would impress His ministers
with the need of being thoroughly con-
verted! a thal Hc would impress lhem
Wilh thcir need of an abiding
Then there would be revival of the
Holy Spiri!.
The question has been asked. What

kind of vessels does the Spirit use? What
docs Chrisl say?-"Come unto me. all
ye that labour and are heavy laden. and I
will give you resl. Take my yoke upon
you. and learn of mc; for I am meek and
[owly in heart: and yc shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy. and my
burden is lighl." Matthew II :28-30. What
kind of vessels are meet for the Master's
use?-Empty vessels. When we empty
the soul of every defilcment. we arc
ready for use. Are we emptied of self?
Are we cured of selfish a for
less self-occupation! May the Lord pu-
rify His people. teachers. and churches.
He has given a Rule for the guidance of
all. and from this there can be no care-
less departure. But there has been. and
still is. a swerving from righteous prin-
ciples. How long shall this condition of
things exist'? How can the Master use us
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AREAILOFGOD'S
INBlRUcnONS IMPORTANT?

SOME time ago a friend commented
that wl1m we cut has nothing to do
with our salvation. As I thought

about that slalcmenl. I realized Ihal it is
only a half truth if left to stand alone.
The same type of staLement could be
made about the Sabbath. or any other
doctrine that we teach. with equal truth.
The danger in making such a statement
is that someone may be led {O believe
that Lhey can indulge their appetite as
they wish. or break the Sabbath as they
wish. <.lnd still be saved in God"s king-
dom. The fallacy of this idea is pointed
out clearly in both the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy:

"Know ye nol that ye arc the temple
of God. and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you? If any man delile the
temple of God. him shall God de-
stroy: for the temple of God is
holy. which temple ye are."'
I Corinthians 3:16-17.

.. It is as truly a
sin to violat::e
the laws of
our being as
it is to break
the Te n
Command-
III e 11 t s.
Counsels all
Die! alld
Foods. 17.
"Blessed

are they that do
his commandments.
that they may have
right to the tree of life.
and enter in through
the gates into the city:'
Revelation 22: 14.
"To him that

knoweth to do good.
and doeth it not. to
him it is sin:' James
4:17.

"Who will enter in through the gates
into the city?-Not those who declare

that they cannot break the
force of appetite:' COllnsels

all DieT olld Foods. 169-170.
'The controlling power of appe-

tite will prove the ruin of thousands.
when. if they had conquered on this
point. they would have had moral power
to gain the victory over every other

temptation of Satan. But those who are
slaves 10 appetite will Jail ill pe,jecting
Christian character... Testimonies. vol.
3. 491-492. (All emphasis supplied
unless otherwise noted.)

Does God Speak Idle Words?

Satan often tempts us with the
tion-alization that some of God's in-
struclions are not important. Jesus'
answer to Satan when tempted on the
point of appetite is instructive: ';Man
shall 110t live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God," Matthew 4:4. Jesus
has warned us against using idle-
useless, unproductive. unimportanl-
words (see Matthew 12:36). so we
know thai God never uses lhem either.

Every word that God speaks is im-
portant. including those about
eating,

The first sin involved
disobedience to God's in-
structions about eating,
In Manuscript Re-
leases. vol. 9. 232,
we read: "If
Adam and Eve
had lived by
every word
thal pro-
ceeded out
of the
mouth of
God. they
n eve r
would have
f a I len.
never lost
the right to
the tree of

life. All who will live by every word
thar proceedeth Ollt oj the mouth oj
God lVill 1I01V be broughT back 10 The
Edell hOl11e."· How different the history
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Faith is trusting God-believing that He
loves us and knows what is for our good.

Thus, instead of our own, it leads us to choose
His way.

of our world would have been if Adam
and Eve had believed and obeyed God!
Notice that if we expect to walk in
the beautiful Garden of Eden, we
should be living now by "every word"
that proceeds from God's mouth.

Faith, Works, and Salvation

But someone objects, ". thought we
were saved by faith, and not by works."

It is very important to understand the
relationship of faith and works to our
salvation. To many it seems to be a
mystery-but perhaps the mystery will
be solved when we understand the dif-
ference between a gift and wages. In
Romans 6:23 we read, "For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Here
we see that eternal life is a gift. This
same thought is brought out in Ephesians
2;8-10: "For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest
any man should boasl." Eternal life can-
not be earned. Not one person who en-
ters the pearly gates will be able to boast
that he earned his right to be there.
However. it is also clear from Romans
6:23 that eternal death can be earned.
"The wages of sin is death." We might
say that, though you cannot eat your way
into heaven, you can eat your way out of
heaven-just as Adam and Eve ate their
way out of Paradise. Though you can-
not earn eternal life by keeping God's
commandments, you can earn eternal
death by breaking them.

God will never give the precious gift
of eternal life to those who are in rebel-
lion against Him-no maHer what sin it
is that they love more than Him. This
decision is not arbitrary on His part, but
inescapable. In the first place. if He did
take someone to heaven who is in rebel-
lion against the just laws which He has
established, he or she would not be
happy there. If they have not found
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happiness in keeping His laws here 011

earth. how could Ihey be happy in keep-
ing them there? OUf characters will not
be changed when Jesus comes. See Rev·
elation 22: 11; Testimonies. vol. 4, 429.
Furthermore, they would cause others to
be unhappy there too. Sin always brings
discontentment and sorrow. God loves
every sinner, but with great sadness. He
will destroy them-unless they repent-
because they will not come 10 Him and

be saved. This is the only way He can
wipe away all tears and bring peace and
joy to all of His creation.

Living Faith Versus Dead Faith

The apostle James poses an inter-
esting question. "What doth it profit,
my brethren, though a man say he
have faith, and have not works? can
faith save him?" James 2: 14. Many
today would answer James' question
in the affirmative. but that was not the
inspired answer that James gave. Not
once, but three times in the following
verses, he states that faith without
works is dead. See verses 17, 20, 26.
Almost as if he is afraid that someone
will miss the point, he further states
in verse 24 that "by works a man is
justified, and not by faith only."

The relationship of faith and works
to salvation is succinctly summarized in
the following statement from Selected
Messages, vol. J. 377: "While good
works will not save even one soul, yet it
is impossible for even one soul to be
saved without good works." We would
each do well to ask ourselves the ques-
tion: "Is my faith living or dead?" As
James so clearly points out, the answer
will be revealed by our works.

What Is Genuine (Living) Faith?

There are many definitions which
we could give for faith. but I especially
like the one found in Education, page

253: "Faith is trusling God-believing
thai He loves us and knows what is for
our good. Thus, instead of our own, it
leads us to choose His way. In place of
our ignorance, it accepts His wisdom: in
place of our weakness. His strenglh: in
place of our sinfulness. His righteous-
ness. Our lives. ourselves. are already
His: faith acknowledges His ownership
and accepts its blessing:' Do we really
trust God? Do we really believe that He
loves us and knows what is for our
good? Has this belief led us to choose
His way instead of our own? If it has
not. then perhaps we need to ask God to
lead us into the experience of a living
faith.

Sometimes I struggle with doubt and
think that, if only I could see some of the
mighty miracles that the children of Is-
rael saw. my faith would be greatly
strengthened. But would it really? Just
imagine what it must have been like to
see that path open up through the Red
Sea! Imagine walking between those two
towering walls of water on dry land which
only hours before had been deep mud!
Imagine seeing the mighty Egyptian army
destroyed as they tried 10 follow them
through the sea! Visualize yourself stand-
ing wilh them before smoking Mount
Sinai, as lightning flashed, the trumpet
blew "exceeding loud" (Exodus 19: 16),
and the "whole mount quaked greatly"
(verse 18). and then hearing the voice of
God speaking His law! And yet, although
some two million people left Egypt on
the way to the Promised Land, only two
actually lived to enter there. They all
saw the same mighty displays of God's
power and care for them. but when they
came 10 the borders of the Promised
Land. only a few had enough faith to
believe that God would keep His prom-
ise to drive out their enemies before
them. See Exodus 23:27-28.

One of those men was Joshua. whom
God chose to succeed Moses as leader of
His people. I believe the secret of his
strong faith is found in the instructions
he gave to God's people when he said,
"And if it seem evil unto you to serve the
LORD. choose you this day whom ye will
serve ... but as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD." Joshua 24: 15.
Every man is given a measure of faith.
See Romans 12:3. Every time he acts on
that faith and chooses to place his trust
in God, his faith grows because he sees
that God is faithful and keeps His prom-
ises. At the time he makes his decision
to trust God, il may seem like a risky



A loving and wise father always makes
rules for his children, When a father tells

his child not to touch the hot stove, does he do
this to restrict his freedom-or to promote his
happiness?

thing to do-by human reasoning. When
Joshua and Caleb made that choice after
returning from spying out the land of
Canaan. it almost cost them their lives.
See Patriarch" and Prophets. 390. The
choice to "serve the LORO" had already
been made by Joshua and Caleb before
the crisis came. Then when the crisis
came. they were ready. Their faith was
strong when they most needed it because
day by day they had been choosing 10
trust in God. "Trust in the LORD with all
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowl-
edge him. and he shall direct thy paths."
Proverbs 3:5-6.

Saved by Faith But Judged by Works

The Bible is clear that we will be
judged by our works. '·And. behold, I
come quickly; and my reward is with me.
to give every man according as his work
shall be." Revelation 22: 12. "For God
shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secrel thing, whether it be
good. or whether it be evil.·' Ecclesiastes
12: 14. The reason for this is obvious.
Our works are the evidence of the genu-
ineness of our faith.

The story is told of a tightrope walker
who was about to push a wheelbarrow
over Niagara Falls on a tightrope. He
asked the audience how many believed
he could do it. Many hands were raised.
He then asked if anyone would like to
ride in the wheelbarrow! No one was
willing to do it. Did they really believe
he could do it?-Not enough to trust
their lives to him.

What about us? Do we really have
faith in Jesus--enough to trust our lives
10 Him? He has told us that He loves us
and will never forsake us. He has graven
us upon the palms of His hands. What
more could He do to prove His love? He
will give us the victory over Satan and
bring us safely to His kingdom at last-
if we will just place our trust in Him. But
He may ask us to get into the wheelbar-
row sometimes! He asked Noah to build
a big boat on dry land. and preach to a
scoffing world about a coming flood. He
asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son.
He asked Daniel to go into the lion's
den. He asked Daniel's companions to
go into the fiery furnace. His promise is,
"Be thou faithful unto death. and I will
give thee a crown of life." Revelation
2: IO. We can trust Him to keep His
promise. We will never earn eternal life.
It is the gift of God. However, "Faith

and works go hand in hand; lhey act
harmoniously in the work of overcom-
ing:' Faith and Works. 48. Our faith. if it
is genuine. will always produce good
works. See Mauhew 7:21-27.

How Does Our Faith Work?

"Genuine faith always works by love:
it supplies a motive power." Review and
Herald. January 24, 1893. When we re-
alize how much God loves us, our hearts
respond with love for Him. which is the
motive (or moving) power in all true
works. (In fact. the word "worketh" as
found in Galatians 5:6 and Philippians
2: 13 is translated from the Greek word
ellergeo. which many readers will recog-
nize is related to our English words "en-
ergy" and ·'energize.") "If ye love me.
keep my commandments." John 14:15.
Because we love Him. we want to do
what pleases Him, as Enoch did. See
Hebrews II :5. When we love God. it is
not a burden to keep His command-
ments. See I John 5:3. With David we
can say'" delight to do thy will, 0 my
God: yea, thy law is within my heart."
Psalms 40:8. If we recognize that this is
not our experience, perhaps we need to
pray that God will remove our love of
the world. which Salan makes appear so

attractive to our carnal natures. He will
write His perfect laws in our hearts as
He has promised to do. See Hebrews
8:10:10:16.

Reasons for God's Rules

A loving and wise father always
makes rules for his children. When a
father tells his child not to touch the
hot stove. does he do this to restrict
his freedom-or to promote his happi-
ness? Sometimes it seems to the child
that his father is placing an unneces-
sary restriction on him. He may then
learn through suffering, the wisdom of
his father's rules.

What kind of children would come
from a home where there were no
rules? Would you like to have such a
family for your neighbors? Our all-
wise. all-knowing, and infinitely lov-
ing heavenly Father knows what will
bring us true happiness. Do we believe
it? Or do we think we know better
than He? Adam and Eve thought so.
Cain thought so. The entire antedilu-
vian world. except Noah and his fam-
ily. thought so. Will we make the same
mistake that they made?

In Training

We know that soon there will "be a
time of trouble. such as never was since
there was a nation:' Daniel 12: l. During
that time we will be forced to choose
between obedience to God's instructions
and eating. See Revelation 13: 17. We
need to be learning now the lessons of
faith and trust that will enable us to be
faithful during that terrible time. "Chris-
lians should be preparing for what is
soon to break upon the world as an
overwhelming surprise. and this prepara-
tion they should make by diligently
studying the Word of God and striving
to conform their lives to its precepts."
Prophets and Kings. 626. We have been

warned that "as we near the close of
time, Satan's temptation to indulge ap-
petite will be more powerful and more
difficult to overcome:' Testimollies, vol.
3.492.

As is widely recognized. the Standard
American Diet today is woefully deficient.
This deficient diet is rapidly being intro-
duced to many other nations around the
world. Those who are God's ambassadors
must not follow the customs and practices
of the world. Just as athletes must live
temperate, even abstemious lives if they are
to exce!. so, as Christians, we must keep
our bodies in the best possible condition if
we are to gain the victory over Satan and
win the prize or eternal life. "Let us lay
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aside every weight. and the sin which dOlh
so easily beset us. and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us.
looking unto Jesus the author and linisher
of our faith." Hebrews 12: 1-2.

Jesus onen fasted before an impor-
tant event. It would be good for God's
people to do that now too. .. ow and
onward till the close of time the people
of God should bc morc earnest. more
wide-awake. not trusting in their own
wisdom. but in the wisdom of thcir
Leader. They should set aside days for

alld prayer. Entire abstinence
from food may not be required. but they
should cal sparingly of the most simple
food:' COl/llsels on Diet alld Foods.
188-189. It will be much easier for us
in the time of troublc if we learn now
that there are more importam things
than food. Then we will be able to say
with Job. "I have not departed from the
commands of his lips: I have treasured
the words of his mouth more than my
daily bread'" Job 23: 12. NIV. Jesus has
not left us to fight the battle alone. He
endured his long fast to gain the victory
on our behalf. "Christ has resisted the
power of him who would hold us in
bondage: though weakened by His long
fast of forty days. He withstood tempta-
tion. and proved by this act that our
cases are not hopeless. I know that we
cannot obtain the victory alone: and
how thankful we should be that we have
a living Saviour. who is rCildy and will-
ing to aid us!" Counsels 011 Diet and
Food,.. 170.

The words of an old hymn seem
appropriate here:

!OOD
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
This book by Susan Jen examines what
current research is discovering about
the benefits of plant foods. It is not
only useful for daily living, but pro-
vocative. The author examines the food
we prepare to put on our table within
a contextual place setting which also
provides food for thought.

159 pages, EB23601 $10.95!

SOMETIDNG
BETTER

This book by Katy Chamberlin exposes
some of the myths and prejudices
against a high, "live-food" diet. Better
overall health, more energy and clearer
minds can be achieved when following
"God's Original Design."

176 pages, EB21801 $7.95!

Please see page 3 for shipping and tax information.

All to Jesus I surrender.
All 10 Him I freely give.

I will ever love and trust Him.
In His presence daily live.

All £0 Jesus I surrender:
Humbly at His feet I bow.

Worldly pleasures all forsaken:
Take me. Jesus. take me now.

Will you surrender your life to Jesus
today? Will I? That is the question that
each of us must answer for ourselves.
May we learn to love Him who has
loved us so much. May we commit our
lives to Him in obedience and service.
May we believe that all of His com-
mandments are given for our hilppiness.
including the ones that are given to help
us have healthy bodies and keen intel-
lecls so that we will be able to under-
stand and obey His will. 0
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Absolutely
Vegetarian

Absolutely Vegetarian
This book by Larine Tadej is a complete
guide to maintaining a strict vegetarian
diet.

Food should look good, taste good and be
good! God wants you to be happy and
healthy, and He has provided the essen-
tials with which to achieve it.

160 pages, EB21901 $8.95!



M ANY people say. "Aren't we
all seeking after the same God
and striving to go (0 the same

placeT No. IhaL is nOl truc. The Cmholic
Christ is different from the Calvinist
Christ. who is different from the Adventist
Christ. Here we will discuss three major
points that make the Adventist Christ
different from some others. primarily cen-
tering on that of Christ as our High
Priest.

First what qualities does Jesus have
lhat the Farher desired to make Him
High Priest over humanity?

We find the answer in Hebrews
4: 15: "For we have 1101 an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feel-
ing of OUf infirmities Iwho cannot sym-
pathize with our weaknesses I: but was
in all points tempted like as we arc. yet
without sin:'

This verse mCniions three poillls lhal
qualify Jesus to be our High Priest:

I) He can sympathize with our weak-
nesses: "For four thousand) ears the race
had been decreasing in physical strength.
in mental power. ,md in moral worth:
und Christ took upon Him the infirmities
or degenerate humanity:' Tile Desire of
Ages. 117.

(

Christ is one of us. und He has
conquered. He suffered through the same
trials that we have. without being over-
come. His temper was tested. and He did
not become angry. but gave the soft an-
swer. He wus flattered und praised. yet
did not become proud. but guve the glory
to God. He was betrayed by friends. yet
He did nol seek vengeance. but prayed
for them. He was raised in a poor home.
und knew what it was like to squeeze the
pennies to meel the necessities of life.
He was trained by His earthly father in a
carpenter's shop. and experienced weari-
ness after working long. hard hours. He
felt the frustration of days when every-
thing seemed to go wrong. Yet He praised
God and sinned not. He experienced nil
of the types of temptations in life that
we do. This qualifies Him to be our
High Priest-because He can show us
how to conquer.

2) He in all points tempted as we
are: u:f we have in any sense a more trying
conflict than had Christ. then He would not
be able to succor us. But our Saviour took
humanity. with all its liabilities. He took the
nature of man. with thc possibility of yield-
ing to temptation. We have nothing to bear
which He has not endured:' Ibid.

H

!{J

"He who had been expelled from
heaven fought desperately for the mas-
tery ovcr the One of whom in the courts
above he had been jealous. What a baltic
was this! No language is adequate to
describe il.·· Sel'elll11·day Bible
Cml1lllel11(1f:\". vol. 5. 1082.

We have no excuse. Jesus overcame
temptation: by His grace so can we. He
is our High Priest. at our side. showing
us the way to conquer as He did.

3) Jesus did not sin: "Christ glorified not
Himself in being made High Priest. God
gave Him His appointment to the priest-
hood. He was to be an Example to all the
human family. He qualified Himself to be.
not only the Representative of the rnce. but
their Advocate. so that every soul. ifhe will.
may say. I have a Friend at co1ll1. He is a
High Pricst thai can be touched with the
fcclings of our inlirmities:' Ibid.. vol. 7.
930.

How do these qualities affect the min-
iSlry of Christ as our High Priest?

He is able to temper justice with mercy.
Christ must uphold justice since the law has
been brokcn. and He C,lIll1ot allow anarchy
to reign. Every sin hurts someonc. so sin
must come to an end. Justice demands it.
And justice demands punishment. "For the

April 1998 Ollr Firm FOl/lula/hlll 19



N ow, while our great High Priest is making
the atonement for us, we should seek to

become perfect in Christ

wages of sin is death:' Romans 6:23. When
we sin. we lUrn our backs on God. and
separate ourselves from Him. This result" in
death. because God is the Source of All
Life. But in the beginning of eternity, when
Jesus foresaw our poor pitiful state. He had
compassion and mercy. He decided to step
into the breach that we create between us
and God when we sin, and enable us to live
and to be overcomers. "Mercy and truth are
met together; righteousness and peace have
kissed each other." Psalm 85: 10.

"Christ took upon Himself humanity.
that He might reach humanity. Divinity
needed humanity: for it required both the
divine and the human to bring salvation to
the world. Divinity needed humanity. that
humanity might afford a channel ofcommu-
nication between God and man. The Desire
oj Ages. 296. Today Christ as our High
Priest is acting as that Channel.

One snowy winter day a wife prayed for
the conversion of her husband. It was the
Sabbath. and she asked him to go to church.
But he refused. "It just makes no sense to
mc:' hc chided. She left through the snow
for church. While he remained in his
overstuffed chair reading, he heard a howl-
ing outside his front door. He opened the
door to tind some cats in the snow, fighting
over a morsel of food. Upon seeing him.
they scattered in fear. The husband, a cat
lover. thought 10 himself, "I wish 1 could
become one of those cats to convince them
I only wish to warm. feed. and help them:'
Then he heard the church bells ring. He
listened, bowed his head, turned indoors to
his chair. knelt and prayed. because he
realized God had done that very thing for
him.

In God's chamcter and government.
justice and mercy are blended into a rain-
bow of promise. Both aspects are needed to
make a balanced true love. Too often only
the mercy of God is emphasized until God
is thought of as a kind of"Santa Claus:' But
justice is just as much an a"ipect of God's
love a'i mercy. While He is longsuffering
and forbearing. His justice requires that He
not let sin pass. So in mercy Christ. at our
invitation. steps in. This is the minbow of
promise: Christ empowering His likeness in
us. Christ is like a parent who teaches achild
not to play with fire lest he get burned. Sin
bums. Christ as our High Priest will teach
the willing ones to overcome sin and be-
come fit for heaven.

This introduces the third and last
question: What is Christ doing for us as
our High Priest?

The answer is summed up in the
word "atonement." The Seventh-day Ad-
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I'ellli,,, Bible Diuiollar." (1960 ed.). 92,
states. "Understood in tcrms of its origi-
nal meaning. 'atonement" properly de-
notes a state or reconciliation that tenni-
naled a state of estrangement:'

The firsl phase of the atonement was
completed at His death on the cross. The

second phase is now being completed with
Christ as our High Priest in the Most Holy
Place of the sanctuary in heaven. Christ's
life and death revealed to man the true
nature of God. and it paid the price for our
sins. We are reconciled to Him as we see His
love for us and accept His sacrifice for our
sins. Thc sccond phase-Christ. as our
High Priest-is now administering the atone-
ment to His peoplc today.

"'Then, through the blood of the
atonemcnt. we become partakers of the
divine nature." Te.\',il//ouies. vol. 5. 741.

Christ's earthly life revealed thaI we
can live thc sinless life. As High Priest.
He now administers that power to us.

"Now. while our great High Priest is
making the atoncment for us. we should
seek to become perfect in Christ." The
Great Contmver.\·y. 623.

In 1844 Jesus entered the Most Holy
Place to cleanse the sanctuary of sins. as
in the typical Day of Atonement. How-
ever. before He can finish that work. sins
must stop entering the sanctuary. "As the
priest entered the Most Holy once a year
to cleanse the earthly sanctuary. so Jesus
entered the Most Holy of the heavenly,
at the end of the 2300 days of Daniel 8.
in 1844. to make a final atonement for
all who could be benefited by His me-
diation. and thus to cleanse the sanctu-
ary:' Eorly Wrilillgs. 253.

"We ilre now living in the great day
of atonement. In the typical service. while
the high priest was making the atone-
ment for Israel. all were required to af-
tlict their souls by repentance of sin and
humiliation before the Lord, Icst they be
cut off from among the people. In like
manner, all who would have their names
retained in the book of life should now.

in lhe few rcmaining days of their proba-
tion. afflict thcir souls before God by
sorrow for sin and true repentance. There
must be deep. faithful searching of heart.
The light. frivolous spirit indulged by so
many professed Christians must be put
away. There is earnest warfare before all

who would subdue the evil tendencies
that strive for the mastery:' The Grell!
COlllroversy, 489-490.
These are fearful words. We must

take the warning. but we need not be
discouraged. We have a great High
Priest who can show us the way. He
has been over the path before us, and
He sympathizes with the rough path we
have to tread. He is One of us-One
with us. in His mercy. He can fulfill
justice in each one of us. If we trust in
Him. He will cast all our sins to the
bottom or the ocean, and prepare us
for the kingdom of heaven. He is our
great High Priest. 0
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Freedom of Choice
TODAY men and nations are being

measured by the plummet in the
hand of Him who makes 110 mis-

take. All are by their own choice decid-
ing their destiny. and God is overruling
all for the accomplishment of His pur-
poses.

uThe history which the great I AM
has marked oul in His Word. uniting link
after link in the prophetic chain. from
eternity in the past to eternity in the
future. tells us where we are today in the
procession of the ages. and what may be
expected in the time to come. All that
prophecy has foretold as coming to pass.
until the present time. has been traced on
the pages of history, and we may be
assured that all which is yet to come will
be fulfilled in its order.·· Educatioll. 178.
'The great Captain of our salvation

has conquered in our behalf. that through
Him we might conquer. if we would. in
our own behalf. But Christ saves none
against their choice: He compels none to
obedience. He made the infinite sacrifice
that they might overcome in His name
and His righteousness be imputed unto
them..

"Your confidence in your own poor.
weak. faulty self must be broken. You
must feel your weakness before you will

drop. with your burden. into the hands of
God. The soul that trusts fully and en-
tirely in God will never be confounded:'
TeSTimonies. vol. 3. 457,

"A life of rebellion against God has
unfitted them for heaven, Its purity. holi-
ness. and peace would be torture to them:
the glory or God would be a consuming
fire. They would long 10 nee from that
holy place. They would welcome de-
struction. that they might be hidden from
the face of Him who died to redeem
them. The destiny of the wicked is fixed
by their own choice. Their exclusion
from heaven is voluntary with themselves.
and just and merciful on the part of
God:' Tile Great COlllrol'ersy. 543.

nEvery soul has a heaven to win. and
a hell to shun. And the angelic agencies
are all ready to come to the help of the
tried and tempted soul. He. the Son of
the infinite God. endured the test and
trial in our behalf. The cross of Calvary
stands vividly before every soul. When
the cases of all arc judged. and they Ithe
lost! are delivered to suffer for their
contempt for God and their disregard of
His honor in their disobedience. nm one
will have an excuse. not one will need to
have perished, It was left to their own
choice who should be their prince. Christ

Ellen G. White

or Satan. All the help Christ received.
every man may receive in the great trial.
The cross stands as a pledge that not one
need be lost. that abundant help is pro-
vided for every soul. We can conquer the
satanic agencies. or we can join our-
selves with the powers that seek to
counterwork the work of God in our
world." Selected Messages. book J. 96.

"The means by which we can over·
come the wicked one is that by which
Christ overcame-the power of the Word.
God does not control our minds without
our consent: but if we desire to know
and to do His will. His promises are
ours: 'Ye shall know the truth. and the
truth shall make you free.' 'If any man is
willing to do His will. he shall know of
the teaching: John 8:32: 7: I 7. R. V.
Through faith in these promises. every
man may be delivered from the snares of
error and the control of sin.

nEvery man is free to choose what
power he will have to rule over him.
None have fallen so low. none are so

UllI'tIIllI Joslill i:-. fhe compila of fhi:-.' sl/Idy from
the Spirit of Prophecy. A residel/f of Turlock,
California, Sisrer J().I'JiIl is a l'efe/"(111 (II/thor and
churdl lI'orker (///d c:olI/il/lles ro wrire al/d .\'elld
0111 .l"1orie,\· al/d /Jib/e
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I f you will now face right about, cease to doevil and learn to do well, then you will be
happy indeed; you will be successful in the
battles of life and rise to glory and honor in the
better life than this.

vile. but that they can find deliverance in
Christ. The demoniac. in place of prayer.
could uller only the words of Satan: yet
the heart's unspoken appeal was heard.
No cry from a soul in need. though it fail
of utterance in words. will be unheeded.
Those who wi II consent to enter into
covenant relation with the God of heaven
are not left to the power of Satan or to

the infirmity of their own nature," The
Des;re of Ages, 258-259.

"God never compels the obedience
of man. He all free to choose
whom they will Prophets and
Killg.... 511.

"In the work of redemption there is
no compulsion. No external force is em-
ployed. Under thc influence or the Spirit
of God. man is left free to choose whom
he will serve. In the change that takes
place when the soul surrenders to Christ.
there is the highest of freedom.
The expulsion of sin is the act of the soul
itself. True. we have no power to free
ourselves from Satan's control: but whcn
we desire to be set free from sin. and in
our great need cry out for a power OUL of
and above oursel ves. the powers of the
soul are imbued with the divine energy
of the Holy Spirit. and they obey the
dictates of the will in fulfilling the will
of God:' Tile Des;re ofARes. 466.

"Jesus was presented to me. pointing
La the charms of heaven. seeking to aL-
tract your eyes from the world. and say-
ing: 'Which will ye choose. Me. or the
world? You cannot have Me and the.::: love
of the world, too. Will you sacrifice Him
who died for you for the pride of life. for
the treasures of the world? Choose be-
tween Me and the world: the world has
no pan in Me.' .. Testimonies. vol. 2.
494.

"Though created innocent and holy.
our first parents were not placed beyond
the possibility of wrong-doing. God might
have created them without the power to
transgress His requirements. but in that
case there could have been no develop-

22 Our Firm FO/l/1dmiflll April 1<)98

ment of character: their service would
not have been voluntary. but forced.
Therefore He gave them the power of
choice-the power to yield or to with-
hold obedience. And before they could
receive in fullness the blessings He de-
sired to impart, their love and loyalty
must be tested:' Educatioll. 23.

"God does not compel men to give
up their unbelief. Before thcm are light
and darkness. truth and error. IL is for
them to decide which they will accept.
The human mind is endowed with power
to discriminate between right and wrong.
God designs that men shall not decide
from impulse. but from weight of evi-
dence. carefully comparing scripture with
scripture. Had the Jews laid by their
prejudice and compared written proph-
ecy with the facts characterizing the life
of Jesus. they would havc perceived a
beautiful harmony between the prophe-
cies and their fulfillment in the life and
ministry or the lowly Galilean," The De-
sire Ages. 458.

"When Christ took human nature upon
Him. He bound humanity to Himselr by
a tic or love that can never be broken by
any power save the choice of man him-
self. Satan will constantly present allure-
ments to induce us 10 break this tie-to
choose to separate ourselves from Christ.
Here is whe.:::re we need to watch. to
strive. to pray. that nothing may entice us
to choose another maste.:::r: for we are
always free to do this. BUL IeL us keep
our eyes fixed upon Christ. and He will
preserve us. Looking unto Jesus. we are
safe. oLhing can pluck us out of His
hand. In constantly beholding Him. we
'are changed inlo the same image from
glory to glory. even as by the Spirit of
the Lord." 2 Corinthians 3: IS:' Sleps to
ellr;.'·'. 72.

"This is noL an act of arbiLrmy power
on the part of God. The rejecters of His
mercy reap that which they have sown.
God is the Fountain of Life: and when

one chooses the service of sin. he sepa-
rates from God. and thus cuts himself off
from life. He is ·alienated from the life
of God: Christ says..All they that hate
me love death." Proverbs 8:36. God gives
them existence for a time lhat lhey may
develop their character and reveal their
principles. This accomplished. they re-
ceive the results of their own choice. By
a life of rebellion. Satan and all who
unite with him place themselves so out
of harmony with God that His very pres-
ence is to them a consuming fire. The
glory of Him who is love will destroy
them," The Desire Ages. 764.

"Again I warn you as one who must
meet these lines in that day when the
case of everyone shall be decided. Yield
yourself to Christ without delay: He
alone. by the power of His grace. can
redeem you from ruin. He alone can
bring your moral and mental powers into
a state of health. Your hean Illay be
warm with the love or God: your under-
standing. clear and mature; your con-
sciencc. illuminated. quick. and pure:
your will. upright and sanctified. subject
to the control of the Spirit of God. You
can make yourself what you choose. If
you will now face right aboul. cease to
do evil and learn to do well. then you
will be happy indeed: yOll will be suc-
cessful in the battles of life and rise to
glory and honor in the better life than
this. 'Choose yOll this day whom ye will
serve." Joshua 24: IS," Child Guidance.
-l5-l-455. 0
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rile Latter 'RIlin

E VEN before the fall of Adam and
Eve. God had made provision for
the salvation or man in the event

of sin. It was agreed between the mem-
bers of the Godhead, that if man should
fall and be in need of a Redeemer, Christ
would come to earth. be born into the
human family and live a perfect life. All
who would repent. surrender. and be led
by the Holy Spirit, would receive for-
giveness and be accepted at whateyer
stage of development they might be. That
plan is still in effect today. However. that
plan will not continue as it is today right
up until Jesus comes:

Since we are the remnant church-as
expressed by John in Revelation 12:17.
'"And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God. and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ"-the one hun-
dred and forty-four thousand of Revela-
tion 7:4: 14: 1-6, will be developed in
this last church. "And in their mouth was
found no guile: for they are without fault
before the throne of God." Revelation
14:5. This will be the condition 01 the
faithful after the close of probation.

"Those who are living upon the
earth when the intercession of Christ
shall cease in the sanctuary above are
to stand in the sight of a holy God
without a mediator. Their robes must
be spotless. their characters must be
purified from sin by the blood of sprin-
kling. Through the grace of God and
their own diligent effort they must be

conquerors in the battle with evil." The
Greal Controversy. 425.

As we proceed in this article we will
have clear evidence that God has de-
signed Lhat the three <.Ingels' messages of
Revelation 14:6-12 will close only when
He has a perfected people.

"When the character of Christ shall
be perfectly reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them as His
own:' Christ :s· Objecl Lessons. 69.

"The third angel is leading up a
people. step by step, higher and higher.
At every step they will be tested." Testi-
monies, vol. I, 190.

The same anicle on page 187 says:
"Individuals are tested and proved a

length of time to see if they will sacrifice
their idols and heed the counsel of the
True Witness. If any will not be purified
through obeying the truth. and overcome
their selfishness. their pride. and evil
passions. the angels of God have the
charge: 'They are joined to their idols.
let them alone: and they pass on to their
work. leaving these with their sinful traits
unsubdued. to the control of evil angels.
Those who come lip to every point. and
stand every test. and overcome, be the
price what it may. have heeded the coun-
sel of the True Witness. and they will
receive the latter rain. and thus be fitted
for translation."'

The counsel of the true witness men-
tioned above is Christ's message to the
Laodiceans in Revelation 3: 18. Remember
the statement above is what Jesus is asking
for us to be. and He is well able to empower

us to meet the high standard presented.
When His counsel is not accepted, the result
is pluralism. with division in the church.
That is exactly what we have in our church
today. Inspiration predicted that very thing
one hundred years ago. It is in the context of
giving the three angels' messages. and in the
time frame of receiving the latter rain that
she says, ..A new life is coming from heaven
and taking possession of all God's people.
But divisions will come in the church. Two
pal1ies will be developed. The wheat ancl
tares grow up together for the harvest.... All
who are laborers together with God will
contend most earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints. They will not be
turned from tile present message, whieh is
already lightening the earth with its glory.
Nothing is worth contending for but the
glory of God." Selected Messages. book 2.
114.
The contending for the glory of God

mentioned above is the latter rain-the
same as was written where it says that a new
life is coming down from Heaven and taking
possession of all of God's people. Those
who me proclaiming the loud-cry message
will not be turned from that message which
was present in 1896. The other pal1y has
brought in pluralism with its deplorable
division. To be shaken out orGod's church.
after the abundance of light we have been
given. will no doubt be one of the most
devastating and tragic events in the history
of Christianity.

At one time Ellen White rebuked our
people for the way Lhey were treating
God's messengers-Waggoner and Jones.

Lowell Scarbrough
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I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen
and was shown that it would be caused by

the straight testimony called forth by the
counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans.

She said. "God has raised up His mes-
sengers to do His work for this time.
Some have turned from the message of
the righteousness of Christ to criticise
the men and their imperfections.... The
third angers message will not be com-
prehended. the light which will lighten
the earth with its glory will be called a

false light. by those who refuse to walk
in its advancing glory."" Advell1 Review
alld Sabbath Herald. May 27. 1890.

From the material we have covered
so far. we can see that in order to com-
prehend the third angel's message we
must understand that God has designed
La perfect His people that they might
lighten the earth with His glory. See
Revelation 18: I. To preach or to teach
otherwise is to become aligned against
the third angel's message. When we un-
derstand that God will have a perfected
people before man's probation closes.
we gain a very dirrerent perspective of
what. through God's grace. our Christian
experience must be.

Waggoner and Jones' message was
the third angel's message which clearly
taught Christian perfection. It also car-
ried with it the binding claims of God's
law. Ihat so many of our people reject
loday. How could we ever receive the
final seal of God by rejecting such a
major requirement? The binding claims
of God's law mean that He requires obe-
dience to it as a condition of salvation.
Just to mention a few examples: See
Mallhew 19:16-17: The Creal COlllro·
versy. 584: Christ's Object Lessotls. 391:
Steps to Christ. 62: Sevellth-day Adventist
Bible CommellIaly. vol. 7. 931. 972.

There is no legalism in this position.
Christ told Nicodemus. "Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God." John 3:3. This means that
God's law is written in the heart with His
love. See Romans 5:5: John 14:15.21. It
is impossible to separate the love that the
Holy Spirit imparts from the keeping of
the commandments. because the law is
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the embodiment of the principle of love.
See Steps 10 Christ. 60.

The following is a favorite passage of
mine. because it speaks so c1e,;°uly and
betllltifully about what Christ will accom-
plish by His love impaned to the believer:

"The Lord Jesus is making experiments
on human hearts through the exhibition of

His mercy and abundant grace. He is effect-
ing transformations so amazing that Satan.
with all his triumphant boasting. with all his
confederacy of evil united against God and
the laws of His government. stands viewing
them as a fortress impregnable to his soph-
istries and delusions. They arc to him an
incomprehensible mystery.... The church.
being endowed with the righteousness of
Christ, is His depository. in which the
wealth of His mercy. His love. His grace. is
to appear in full and tinal display.... The
gift of His Holy Spirit. rich. full. and
abundant. is to be to His church as an
encompassing wall of fire. which the pow-
ers of hell shall not prevail against. In their
untainted purily and spotless perfection.
Christ looks upon His people as the reward
of all His suffering, His humiliation. and His
love. and the supplement of His glory-
Christ the greal Cenler from which radiates
all glory. 'Blessed are they which are called
unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.'
Revelation 19:9...Testimonies to Ministers.
18-19.
These promises. regarding God's

people at this point in time. are awe-
some. As Christ's people manifest the
full and final display of His love. the
Holy Spirit will be for them as an en-
compassing wall of fire before the world.

Jesus said in Matthew 5:48. "Be ye
therefore perfect. even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect. n I have
heard from the sacred desk, read in our
published books and papers, and heard
from friends. that we jusl have not un-
derstood this verse. Sometimes long cir-
cuitous explanations are given to show
that it really does not mean what it says.
However. in the following two instances

Ellen G. White quotes Matthew 5:48 and
gives futher instruction: n 'Be ye there-
fore perfect. even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.' And He says this
because He knows that it is possible for
them to reach perfection." The Signs of
the Times. August 12. 1908.

"When Christ would define the ad-
vancement possible for us. He said.. Be
ye therefore perfec!. even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect. ,n The
Signs al the Times. May 18. 1904.

How should we respond 10 these
speculative theories that Christ did not
mean what He said in Matthew 5:48?
The only safe path. of course. is to stand
with Inspiration. There is to be a great
shaking in our church as we come to the
time of the outpouring of the laller rain.

"I asked the meaning of the shaking I
had seen and was shown that it would be
caused by the straight testimony called
forth by the counsel of the True Witness
to the Laodiceans. This will have its
effect upon the heart of lhe receiver. and
will lead him to exalt the standard and
pour forth the straight truth. Some will
nOI bear this straight testimony. They
will rise up against it. and this is what
will cause a shaking among God's
people." Early Writillgs, 270.

Christ is calling for victory over all
sin in the lives or His people. and this
standard is largely the cause of the final
shaking. It may be that the great majority
in our church have already decided that
it is impossible for them to overcome all
sin. We hope and pray that this is not the
case. It need not be. for all who will
determine by the grace of God to keep
their life surrendered to Him. and to
follow through by slUdy and prayer. need
not fail. The love that Christ has shown
in becoming one of us and living and
dying as our Sacrifice. can consume sin
in us. if that is what we choose more
than anything else.

The following passage is a clear master-
piece of information on what is soon to
become a reality in God's remnant church:

"The days are fast approaching when
there will be great perplexity and confu-
sion. Satan. clothed in angel robes. will
deceive. if possible. the very elect. There
will be gods many and lords many. Ev-
ery wind of doctrine will be blowing,
Those who have rendered supreme hOI11-
age to 'science falsely so called' will not
be the leaders then. Those who have
trusted 10 intellect. genius. or Ialcnt will
not then stand at the head of rank and
file. They did not keep pace with the
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Sunday's Coming!

of Solomon 6: 10:' Testimonies, vol. 5,
80-82.

You have just read about Ihe purg-
ing and the final shaking of God's
church on the earth. The greatest deci-
sion that you will ever make is to
accept God's challenge-His great gift
of love in the latter rain.

All around us we see signs of immoral-
ity-men killing without cause, and so
forth. This corrupt age is telling us that
Christ is coming very soon.

light. Those who have proved themselves
unfai[hful will not then be entrus[ed with
the flock. In the last solemn work few
great men will be engaged. They are
self-sufficienl. independent of God. and
He cannot use them. The Lord has faith-
ful servants, who in the shaking, testing
time will be disclosed to view. There are
precious ones now hidden who have not
bowed the knee to Baal. They have not
had the light which has been shining in a
concentrated blaze upon you. But it may
be under a rough and uninviting exterior
the pure brightness of a genuine Chris-
tian character will be revealed. In the
daytime we look toward hcaven but do
not see the stars. They are there, fixed in
the firmament, but the eye cannot distin-
guish them. In the nigh[ we behold their
genuine luster.

"The time is not far distant when the test
will come to every soul. The mark of the
beast will be urged upon us. Those who
have s[ep by step yielded to worldly de-
mands and conformed [0 worldly customs
will not find it a hard maller to yield [0 [he
powers that be, rather than subjec[ lhem-
selves to derision, insult, threatened impris-
onment. and death. The contest is between
the commandments of God and the com-
mandments afmen. In this time the gold will
be separated from the dross in the church.
True godliness will be clearly distinguished
from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many
a star that we have admired for its brilliancy
will then go out in darkness. Chaff like a
cloud will be borne away on the wind, even
from places where we see only floors ofrich
wheal. All who assume [he ornaments of the
sanclUary. bu[ are not clothed wilh Chris!'s
righteousness, will appear in the shame of
their own nakedness.

"When trees without fruit are cut
down as cumberers of the ground. when
multitudes of false brethren are distin-
guished from the true, then the hidden
ones will be revealed to view. and with
hosannas range under the banner of
Christ. Those who have been timid and
self-distrus[ful will declare themselves
openly for Chris[ and His truth. The
1110st weak and hesitating in the church
will be as David-willing 10 do and
dare. The deeper the nigh[ for God's
people, the more brilliant the stars.
Sa[an will sorely harass the faithful:
bu[. in [he name of Jesus. they will
come off more than conquerors. Then
will [he church of Chris[ appear 'fair
as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with banners.' Song
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The Sin of Licentiousness
POR this is the covenant that I will

make with the house of Israel after
those days. saith the Lord; I will

put my laws into their mind, and write
them in their hearts: and I will be to
them a God, and they shall be to me a
people." Hebrews 8; 10.

When the law of God is written in the
heart it will be exhibited in a pure and
holy life. The commandments of God are
no dead letter. They are spirit and life,
bringing the imaginations and even the
thoughts into subjection to the will of
Christ. The hean in which they are writ-
ten will be kept with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life. All who
love Jesus and keep the commandments
will seek to avoid the very appearance of
evil: not because they are constrained
thus to do, but because they are copying
a pure model, and feel averse to every-
thing contrary to the law written in their

hearts. They will not feel self-sufficient,
but their trust will be in God, who alone
is able to keep them from sin and impu-
rity. The atmosphere surrounding them is
pure; they will not corrupt their own
souls or the souls of others. It is their
pleasure to deal justly, to love mercy,
and to walk humbly before God. See
Micah 6:8.
The danger that lies before those

living in these last days, is the absence
of pure religion, the absence of heart
holiness. The converting power of God
has not wrought in transforming their
characters. They profess to believe sa-
cred truths as did the Jewish nation;
but in their failing to practice the truth,
they are ignorant both of the Scriptures
and the power of God. The power and
influence of God's law are around
about, but not within the soul, renew-
Ing it in true holiness. Therefore the

Lord sends his appeals to them to urge
upon them the practice of what is right.
The appeals of His Spirit are neglected
and rejected. The barriers are broken
down, and the soul is weak, and for
want of moral force to overcome. is
polluted and debased. They are bind-
ing themselves in bundles as fagots
[kindling wood], ready to be consumed
at the last day.

The Jewish priests were required to
be in person all that was symmetrical
and well proportioned, that they might
reflect a great truth. "Be ye clean that
bear the vessels of the Lord." The Lord
required not only a well proportioned
mind and symmetrical body of the Jews'
ministry in holy office, but He required
also pure and uncorrupted minds. And
He requires no less of us. in this dis-
pensation, in the ministry of the gos-
pel. His called and chosen are to show
forth the praises of Him who hath called
them out of darkness into His marvel-
ous light. The same Bible that contains
the privileges of God's people, and His
promises to them. contains also the
sacred duties and the solemn obliga-
tions He requires of the shepherd who
has charge of the flock of God, so that
the people can see by comparing the
living preacher with the divine picture
whether he has credentials from heaven
in likeness of character to Him who is
the Chief Shepherd. God designs that
the teacher of the Bible should in his
character and home life be a specimen
of the principles of the truth which he
is teaching to his fellow men.

What a man is, has a greater influ-
ence than what he says. The quiet, con-
sistent, godly life is a living epistle,
known and read of all men. A man may
speak and write like an angel, but his
practices may resemble a fallen fiend.
God will have the believers of the truth
zealous to maintain good works. As they
occupy high positions, they will be tested
by a higher standard. They will be sifted,
defects and vices will be searched out;
for if such exist, they will be developed
in words and deportment. True character
is not something shaped from without, or
put on. but it is something radiating from
within. If true goodness, purity, meek-
ness, lowliness, and equity are dwelling
in the heart, that fact will be reflected in
the character; and such a character is full
of power.

The officers who were sent to take
Jesus reported that never man spake like
this man. But the reason of this was, that

--------1 Ellen G. White1--------
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The licentious practice of the Hebrews
accomplished for them that which all the

warfare of nations and the enchantments of
Balaam could not do. They became separated
from their God.

nevcr man lived like this man: for if He
had not so livcd. Hc could not so havc
spoken. His words bore with them a
convincing power. because they came
from a heart pure. holy. burdened with
love and sympathy. beneficence and truth.
How rejoiced are those who hate God's
law. to find spot and stain of charactcr in
one who stands in defense of that law!
They are only too glad to cast a reproach
upon all the loyal and true. because of
the faults and impure practices of a few.
There is eloquence in the quiet and con-
sistent life of a pure, true, unadulterated
Christian. We shall have temptations as
long as we are in this world. But instead
of injuring us. they will only be turned to
our advantage. if resisted. The bounds
are placed where Satan cannot pass. He
may prepare the furnace that consumes
the dross. but instead of injury. it can
only bring forth the gold of the charac-
ter. purer. upon higher vantage ground
than before the trial.

The crime that brought the judgments
of God upon Israel was that of licen-
tiousness. The forwardness of women to
entrap souls did not end at Baal-pear.
Notwithstanding the punishment that fol-
lowed the sinners in Israel, the same
crime was repeated many times. Satan
was most active in seeking to make
Israel's overthrow complete. Salak by
the advice of Salaam laid the snare.
Israel would have bravely met their en-
emies in battle. and resisted them. and
come off conquerors: but when women
invited their attention and sought their
company and beguiled them by their
charms, they did not resist temptations.
They were invited to idolatrous feasts.
and their indulgence in wine further be-
clouded their dazed minds. The power of
self-control, their allegiance to God's law,
was not preserved. Their senses were so
beclouded with wine. and their unholy
passions had such full sway. overpower-
ing every barrier, that they invited
tat ion even to the attending of these
idolatrous feasts. Those who had never
ninched in battle, who were brave men,
did not barricade their souls to resist
temptation to indulge their basest pas-
sions. Idolatry and licentiousness went
together. They first defiled their con-
science by lewdness. and then departed
from God still farther by idolatry. thus
showing contempt for the God of Israel.

Near the close of this earth's history
Satan will work with all his powers in
the same manner and with the same temp-
tations wherewith he tempted ancient Is-

raeI just before their entering the land of
promise. He will lay snares for those
who claim to keep the coillmandments of
God. and who are almost on the borders
of the heavenly Canaan. He will use his
powers to their utmost in order to entrap
souls. and to take God's professed people
upon their weakest points. Those who
have not brought the lower passions into

subjection to the higher powers of their
being. those who have allowed their
minds to flow in a channel of carnal
indulgence of the baser passions. Satan
is determined to destroy with his tempta-
tions-to pollute their souls with licen-
tiousness. He is not aiming especially at
the lower and less important marks, but
he makes use of his snares through those
whom he can enlist as his agents to
allure or attract men to lake liberties
which are condemned in the law of God.
And men in responsible positions. teach-
ing the claims of God's law, whose
mouths are filled with arguments in vin-
dication of His law. against which Satan
has made such a raid--over such he sets
his hellish powers and his agencies at
work. and overthrows them upon the
weak points in their character. knowing
that he who offends on one point is
guilty of all, thus obtaining complete
mastery over the entire man. Mind, soul,
body, and conscience are involved in the
ruin. If he be a messenger of
ness, and has had great light, or if the
Lord has used him as His special worker
ill the cause of truth. then how great is
the triumph of Satan! How he exults!
How God is dishonored!

The licentious practice of the He-
brews accomplished for them that which
all the warfare of nations and the en-
chantments of Salaam could not do. They
became separated from their God. Their
covering and protection were removed
from them. God turned to be their en-
emy. So many of the princes and people
were guilty of licentiousness. that it be-
came a national sin; for God was wroth

with the whole congregation. The very
same Satan is now working to the very
same end. to weaken and destroy the
people who claim to be keeping the com-
mandments of God. as they are just on
the borders of the heavenly Canaan. Sa-
tan knows it is his time. He has but little
time left now in which to work. and he
will work with tremendous power to en-

snare the people of God upon their weak
points of character. There will be women
who will become tempters, and who will
do their best to attract and win the atten-
tion of men to themselves. First. they
will seek to win their sympathy, next
their affection. and then to induce them
to break God's holy law. Those who
have dishonored their minds and affec-
tions by placing them where God's Word
forbids. will not scruple to dishonor God
by various species of idolatry. God will
leave them to their vile affections. It is
necessary to guard the thoughts: to fence
the soul about with the injunctions of
God's Word: and to be very careful in
every thought. word. and action not to be
betrayed into sin. It is necessary to guard
against the cultivation of the indulgence
of the lower passions. This is not the
fruit of sanctified thoughts or hearts.

h is now the duty of God's command-
ment-keeping people to Walch and pray, to
search the Scriptures diligently. to hide the
Word of God in the heart. lest they sin
against Him in idolatrous thoughts and
debasing practices, and thus the church of
God become demoralized like the fallen
churches whom prophecy represellls as be-
ing filled with every unclean and hateful
bird. With the Hebrews. God's judgment
fell upon them at once. A plague immedi-
ately broke out. The anger of the Lord was
kindled against Israel. and the plague visited
those who were most guilty. But "the wages
ofsin is death." (Romans 6:23) and for their
hidden licentious indulgences God poured
upon them His wrath. "Ifany man defile the
temple of God. him shall God destroy."
I Corinthians 3: 17. The ringleaders in this
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tery toward God was almost too great
for belief. He publicly appeared before
the people leading a Midianitish har-
lol. one of high standing. a daughter of
a chief house in Midian. in the sight of
Moses and the congregation. He thus
showed open contempt of God. He glo-
ried in his shame; for wine had per-
verted his senses. He openly declared
his sin as that of Sodom. The position
he had occupied had been one of innu-
ence. Moses and the people who had
taken no part in this great departure
from God's law. were weeping and la-
menting at the door of the tabernacle
for the sins of the people, and the
plague that had begun. But amid all
this demonstration of sorrow, this prince
defied the judges to molest him if they
dared. The priests were weeping be-
(ween the porch and the altar. crying.
"Spare thy people. 0 Lord, and give
not thine heritage to reproach."
Phinehas. the son of Eleazar, the son
of Aaron the priest. saw it. and rose up
from among the congregation, and took
a javelin. and went after the man of
Israel into lhe lent, and killed them
both. This staid the plague.

With this history before the peculiar
people of God in these last days, there is
no excuse for anyone who will follow
the example of ancient Israel in sin. But
Satan will work in this special tempta-
tion to make void the law of God, and
make light of God's special injunctions
and warnings. The point to be marked is.
that Moses' prayers were not heard, nei-
ther his weeping nor (he sorrow and
prayers of those who had maintained
their integrity, until justice was executed
upon that demoralized, God defying
prince. God says of Phinehas. He '"hath
turned away my wrath from the children
of Israel:' It was the greatest mercy that
Phinehas could do to Israel, to deal
promptly and decidedly with the guilty.
and thus be instrumental in turning the
wrath of God from the congregation of
Israel. Something besides prayers and
tears are needed in a time when reproach
and peril are hanging over God's people.
The wicked works must be brought to an
end. The very work of justice done by
Phinehas was an atonement for Israel.
There is to be a people filled up for

translation (0 heaven, whom Enoch rep-
resents. They are looking and waiting
for the coming of the Lord. The work
will go on with all those who will
coopera(e with Jesus in the work of
redemption. He gave Himself for us

severely punished for their licentiousness
and idolatry, without regard to wealth. or
station. or what they had been, might have
a deep sense of the abhorrence of God for
sin, and a terror of God's wrath against
them. And the men who have great light.
and to whom one would look for an
ample, are in the sight of God very great
sinners, if they transgress His law or delib-
erately lower the standard of His law to
minister unto lust.

ever was vice more bold. stub-
born. or daring than it was in Zimri. a
prince of the chief house in the tribe of
Simeon. Such an exhibition of effron-

Martin Luther's life is truly an inspiration to
every Christian boy and girl. The stories of his
consistent witness will inspire your children to be
faithful to God at any cost.

by Virgil Robinson
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again-stories relating incidents of history,
sionary effort, and home and school experiences.

Stories Worth Reading

eharad'er lluilding
lor Our Youth

demoralizing work. which was sodebasing.
so corrupting to Israel, so insulting to God,
were ordered to be put to death by the hand
ofpublic justice, which was the only way to
tum the wrath ofGod from the congregation
of Israel. The command came from the
Lord. to take the heads of the people who
went out of the camp to associate with
Moab, and hang them up before the sun as
sacrifices to God's justice, and as a terror to
the rest of the people. The command was
executed. They were first slain, then their
bodies were hung up in sight ofall Israel for
a terror to the congregation of Israel. that
they seeing their leaders and their princes so

Though living very simply, Paula was brought up
to know and love the Lord Jesus. Her Lord and
His Word were the Center of her life. She could
no more keep this good news all to herself than
she could stop breathing or eating'

by Eva Lecomte
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The imagination trained to dwell upon God
and His loveliness will not find delight in

dwelling upon scenes that are created by the
imagination that is excited by lust.

that He might redeem us from all iniq-
uity. and purify unto Himself a pecu-
liar people, zealous of good works.
God has made every provision that they
should be intelligent Christians. filled
with a knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding. A
theoretical knowledge of the truth is
essential. But the knowledge of the
greatest truth will not save us: our
knowledge must be practical. God's
people must not only know His will.
but they must practice it. Many will be
purged out from the numbers of those
who know the truth. because they are
not sanctified by it. The truth must be
brought into their hearts. sanctifying
and cleansing them from all earthliness
and sensuality in the most private life.
The soul temple must be cleansed. Ev-
ery secret act is as if we were in the
presence of God and holy angels. as all
things are open before God, and from
Him nOlhing can be hid.

In this age of our world the mar-
riage vows are often disregarded. God
never designed that marriage should
cover the multitude of sins that are
practiced. Sensuality and base prac-
tices in a marriage relation are educat-
ing the mind and moral taste for de-
moralizing practices outside the
marriage relation. God is purifying a
people to have clean hands and pure
hearts to stand before Him in the Judg-
ment. The standard must be elevated.
the imagination purified: the infatua-
tion clustering around debasing prac-
tices must be given up. and the soul
uplifted to pure thoughts. holy prac-
tices. All who will stand the test and
Irial just before us. will be partakers of
the divine nature. having escaped. not
participated in, the corruptions that are
in the world through lust. The works of
Satan are not half discerned. because
purity and holiness do not mark the
life and character of those who claim
to be ministers of Christ. Strengthened
with all might. according to His glori-
ous power. we are thus fortified against
the temptations of Satan. Christ and
His purity and His matchless charms
should be the sours contemplation.
There is spiritual power for all, which
they may have if they will. that they
may resist temptation. that duty may be
done and the soul hold fast its integ-
rity. Those who reel their need of be-
ing strengthened by might by God's
Spirit in the inner man. will not lose
their integrity. Earnest prayer and

watching thereunto will carry them
through temptations. We must be united
to Christ by living faith.

We are now amid the perils of the
last days. Satan has come down with
great power to work his deceptions. He
fastens the mind or imaginations upon
impure. unlawful things. Christians be-
come like Christ in character by dwell-
ing upon the Divine Model. That with
which they come in contact has a mold-
ing influence upon life and character. I
have read of a painter who would never
look upon an imperfect painting for a
single moment. lest it should have a
deteriorating influence upon his own eye
and conceptions. That which we allow
ourselves to look upon most often. and
think of most. transfers itself in a mea-
sure 10 us. The imagination trained to
dwell upon God and His loveliness will
not find delight in dwelling upon scenes
that are created by the imagination that
is excited by lust. ,oBut with many of
them God was not well pleased: for they
were overthrown in the wilderness. ow

these things were our examples. to the
intent we should not lust after evillhings.
as they also lusted. Neither be ye idola-
ters as were some of them; as it is writ-
ten. The people sat down to eat and
drink. and rose up to play. Neither let us
commit fornication. as some of them
committed, and fell in one day three and
twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt
Christ, as some of them also tempted,
and were destroyed of serpents. Neither
murmur ye, as some of them also mur-
mured. and were destroyed of the de-
stroyer. Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples: and they are
wriuen for our admonition. upon whom
the ends of the world are come. Where-
fore let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he faiL" I Corinthians
10:5-12.
Satan is at work now as he worked in

Eden, as he has worked through all suc-
cessive generations. The arch-fiend knows

well with what material he has to deal.
He knows the weak points in every char-
acter: and if these weak points are not
strengthened. he will display his infernal
wisdom in his devices to overthrow the
very strongest men. princes in the army
of lsrael. All along through successive
generations are wrecks of character which
have been destroyed. because the soul
was not garrisoned. And now as we near
the close of time. Satan will work wilh
masterly activity to undermine principle.
and corrupt" moral character. Sin is com-
mitted by many who think their crime is
effectually concealed. But there is One
who says, "I know thy works;" (Revela-
tion 3:8) "there is nothing covered. that
shall not be revealed: and hid. that shall
not be known'" Matthew I0:26. When
the mind is infatuated with the idea of
sin. there will be deception practiced:
lies will be told: for those who commit
such sins will not be slow to lie as well.
BUI all sin shall be revealed.

God sees the sinner. The eye which
never slumbers knows everything that is

done. It is written in His book. One may
conceal his sin from father. mother. wife.
and friends, and yet all Iies open before
God. and is placed in His book of record.
Darkness. secrecy. deception. and crime
added to crime have not obliterated the
record. David was a repentant man. and
although he confessed and hated his sin.
he could not forget it. He exclaimed,
"Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If
I ascend up into heaven. thou art there: if
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. If I take the wings of the morning.
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea: even there shall thy hand lead me....
Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee:
but the night shineth as the day." Psalms
139:7-10. 12.
God is everywhere. He sees. He

knows all things. and understands the
intents and purposes of the heart. It is in
vain that an attempt should be made to
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N othing but grace and truth brought into the
inner life, inwrought in the character, is

sufficient to keep the greatest. the most talented
men morally erect.

(1111 hen you present your petitions to the Lord, it should be in humility,
, VV without boasting of superior attainments, but with real soul hunger for
the blessing of qod. Christ always knows what is cherished in the heart. We
must come in faith that the Lord will hear and answer our prayers, for
'whatsoever is not of faith is sin: qenuine faith is the faith that works by love,
and purifies the soul. A living faith will be a working faith. Should we go into
the garden, and find that there was no sap in the plants, no freshness in the
leaves, no bursting buds or blooming flowers, no signs of life in stalk or branches,
we would say, "The plants are dead. Vproot them from the garden, for they are a
deformity to the beds: So it is with those who profess Christianity, and have no
spirituality. If there are no signs of religious vigor, if there is no doing of the
commandments of the Lord, it is evident that there is no abiding in Christ, the
living vine.

conceal sin from His notice. He saw our
first parents in Eden. He saw Cain when
he raised his hand to kill Abel. He saw
the sins of the inhabitants of the old
world. and numbered their days and pun-
ished them with a flood. He saw the sins
of His own covenant people. the Jews,
when they ploned against the life of the
Son of God. As surely does He mark
every transgression. and every secret thing
will be brought into Judgment. They may

be hid from mortal man. they may be hid
from the good. the pure. and the holy,
from friends and from foes, yet God sees
them. All sins will be revealed in the day
of Judgmenl. and unless they have been
repented of beforehand, they will receive
punishmenl according to their magni-
tude: for a record of all the deeds of men
is kept in the book of God's remem-
brance. All the good actions, all the evil
actions of life are recorded. The fact that
the accumulated sins are treasured up
and at last exposed. is a terrible fact.
And why those professing to be sons and
daughters of God venture in the face of
light. in the face of knowledge. to sin
against their own conscience and by their
sin involve others in the same ruin, is a
mystery. Have they ever tasted of the
powers of the world to come? Have they

ever enjoyed sweet communion with
God? Then how can they turn to sensual.
condemning. soul-degrading practices?

The last great day is right upon us.
Let all consider that Satan is now striv-
ing for the mastery over souls. He is
playing the game of life for your souls.
Will there be sins commined by you on
the very borders of the heavenly Canaan?
Oh what revealings! The husband will
know for the first time the deception and

falsehood that have been practiced by
the wife whom he thought innocent and
pure. The wife for the first time will
know the case of her husband. and the
relatives and friends will see how error
and falsehood and corruption have been
clustering aboul them: for the secrets of
all hearts will stand revealed. The hour
of Judgment is almost here-long de-
layed by the goodness and mercy of
God. But the trump of God will sound to
the consternation of the unprepared who
are living. and awaken the pale nations
of the dead. The great white throne will
appear. and all the righteous dead will
come forth to immortality. Whatever have
been the little sins indulged will ruin the
soul, unless they are overcome. The small
sins will swell into the greater sins. Im-
pure thoughts. private. impure actions.

unrefined. low, and sensual thoughts and
actions in the marriage life, the giving
loose reins to the baser passions under
the marriage vow will lead to every other
sin, the transgression of all the com-
mandments of God. Men that God has
entrusted with noble talents will be. un-
less closely connected with God, guilty
of great weakness, and, not having the
grace of Christ in the soul, will become
connected with greater crimes. This is
because they do not make the truth of
God a part of them. Their discipline has
been defective. the soul culture has not
been carried forward from one advance
to another. inborn tendencies have not
been restrained. but have degraded the
soul. For all the natural weaknesses Jesus
has made ample provision, that they may
be overcome through His grace. If not
overcome. the weakness will become a
tyrant. a conqueror. to overcome them.
and the heavenly light will become be·
clouded and extinguished.

I feel compelled to write most ear-
nestly on this point because I feel the
peril that is upon us. We have in past
history the example of most painful
characters showing the danger of men
in high places being corrupted. Men of
masterly minds, who possessed large
talents of influence, yet did not put
their trust wholly in God. but allowed
themselves to be praised and pelled
and lauded by the world's great men.
lost their balance. and thought that great
men's sins were not vices. The heav·
enly guide left them, and their course
was rapidly downward to corruption
and perdition. They completely lost the
just standard of honor, lost all distinc-
tion between right and wrong. between
sin and righteousness. There are lights
and shades in character. and one or the
other certainly triumphs. But God in
heaven is weighing moral worth. He
will judge righteously. The wicked will
not always remain unchecked. othing
but grace and truth brought into the
inner life. inwrought in the character.
is sufficient to keep the greatest, the
most talented men morally erecl. If
intellectual greatness could have been
sufficient. their characters would have
been firm as a rock. But they needed
virtuous characters. Paul says, I am
what I am by the grace of God that is
in me. God's people must arise. and
gird themselves with the whole armor
of righteousness. 0

rhe Youth's Illstruc/or, September 13, 1894.
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LeUeri tv, the
Dear Hope Internntional.

I am vcry thankful for the books and
Ollr Fil'lJl Foul/dation magazines which
you posted 10 me.

I do believe that 1 and the majority of
the people in Zimbabwe would not have
had the opportunity to obtain these books
and magazines had it not been for your
generosilY. 'would like alw to thank those
who contribute toward the success of your
publicmions.

As I receive these books and magazines I
am COl1lilluing to pray for your publications to
assist many people 10 scc the light of Jesus
Chrisl in these days of false doctrine.

May God double bless. EN. Zilllbab"'e

Dear Brethren.
Thank you so much for the precious

gifts which I received from you on the 22 11\1

of October of 1997. They arc the three
volumes or the Spirit of Prophecy set. the
Reviell' and Herald Articles, and the
Spalding-Magan Co/lee/ioll.

I saw many lights of
guid<lllce from the arlicles through the
experiences of our pioneers. the newly
organized young Adventist church and its
mission. Therefore I appreciate them and
thank yOll.

May the Lord bless. KK, Myanlllor

Dear Hope.
Recently I gOt hold of two

copies of Our Firm FOUJldOfioll from
a church elder. Truly, I have never
read such a soul filling and souillour-
ishing magazine. the one that an-
swen: my inner questions, As a young
Adventist man of nineteen, I am faced
with all the confusion about life. and
some concerning the Bible.

I certainly know that such literature
will strengthen me physically. mentally
and more imponant spiritually.

I therefore kindly appeal to you that il' it
is possible. please do help me with anything
to heal my soul.

Yours in Chris!. MP Zimbab\l'l!

Greetings!
Thank you so much for your faithful

service :Jnd truth-filled literature! My soul
has been nourished. fed. comforted. and
enlightecl v.,Iith every magazine! JK. US.A.

To whom it may concern:
A shan time ago I received some of

your publications and I am very thankful to
the Lord for them. I enjoyed with my friends
getting your magazines. fllld I alll very im-
pressed with [hem.

I hand out your magazine. 01/1' Firm
FOlilldc/lt'OIl, frecly to anyone. and to my
family and friends.
The things that you sent me will help

Ille to develop Illy church's spirituality, so
[hat you will have your share of blcssings
from God.
Once again I wish to extend my sincere

thanks and gratitude to your organization for
the great things that you have done for me,

Praise and thank the Lord. we are being
kd by reading 0111' Firm FOUI/dalion when
so mllch error is in our church!

Pray for us [hat the message of God will
go all over the world. and we have your
efforts in our prayers. AS. Hungary

Dear Brethren.
I want 10 thank the Lord that He has

continued to guide and bless you in pub-
lishing the magazine 01.11' Finll FOUI/dolioll.
I believe the magazine has lifted the cross
of our Redeemer higher than a living preach-
er. especially in some doctrinal issues of
our church here. Few members of the church
are privileged to have [his magazine inspitc
of tht.:: year or its publication. They have not
known lhcir dUly in preparalion or Jesus
second coming.

Once again may the Good Lord contin-
ue to bless you. LS, Zambia

Dear Hope.
My wife and I UI)preciate very much

your efforts in spreading the truth.
May God bless you with many stars in

the crown prepared by our Lord Jesus Christ
for every single member of your team.

TR. Califomia

Dearest in Christ.
Thank you once more for helping me to

do pure Bible studies through the books
you have been sending me, J assure you thai
I have been distributing the Bibles and some
of the other books to peoplc. especially my
prospects, to win them to Christ. I am very
grateful.

I still count on your help through the
sending of the books and tracts requcsted 10
cnnble me and my ev,:lIlgelism team to win
more souls for Christ. and to teach my
congregation. PT Glial/a

Dear Friends.
It is really nice and encouraging reading

OUI' Fim/ FOlllldation magazines with very
powcrful messages in them. Each time they
come in the mail I read all of them at Ollce.
At the same time I am a good distributor of
the magazine 10 the whole city,

The Lord has given me two things to do
in Illy ministry, Bible work Hnd medical
missionary work. For the Bible work I
trained two years and worked as a church
pastor for six years, After my medical mis-
sionary training in the U.S,A, I do personal
work as a self-supporting ministry, I have
no resourccs I work by faith in
the Lord, Calls come everywhere in my
country for me, It is a long story, In short.
many people join our church lbcci.luse of
this work I all the lime.

The Lord bless you . .IN. Cellll'lli Afi'ica

Dear Sirs.
My husband and I have been so blessed

by your magazine and newsletters! We have
ncver read a magaz.ine that is so straight
fOr\vard. that pulls no punches and is nOI
afraid to point out the failings of the Sev·
tnth-day Adventist Church.

We recently aquired an old satellite dish
and can only pick Lip one channel. Thank
God it is a SDA channel. but the sad thing
is. we didn't know it until they said Ihey
were Adventists. Ninely-five percent of the
women have to tell yOll they are
YOll sure wouldn °t know it by looking at
their worldly faces,

May God continue 10 bless. LS,

April199X ()lIr Finn FOllndarion :11



SIGNPOSTS
Our newest outreach magazine is here! It is per-
fect for giving to your family and friends, and for
bulk mailing to an entire town! It has an eye-catch-
ing, four-color cover, lots of interesting pictures
and a life-giving message you will want to share
with everyone you know!

"Proclaim the third angel's message, that all the
world may hear, and know that there is a people who 'keep the commandments
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.' " The Publishing Ministry, 57.

Regular Price $1.00!
This magazine may also be purchased by the case, or bulk-mailed to a Zip
code of your choice. Please ask for pricing.

Please see page 3 for shipping and tax information.

by Colin D. Standish and Russell R. Standish

Many have sought to condemn God's ordained
self-supporting ministries which accept tithe for
their soul-saving gospel work. That has caused
the tithe issue to become a religious liberty issue
within God's church.

EB 15120, $9.95!

The authors of this book have made a remarkable
contribution to our understanding of the tithe
topic. Setting aside the emotional divides in the
church, they have again done what they do best-brought the issue back to the
objective evidence of God's Sacred Word and the Spirit of Prophecy.


